Item 20: Honeymoon Island SP MP Amendment

ITEM 20:

Consider an amendment to the Honeymoon Island State Park Management Plan (Lease No.
3202).

LOCATION:

Pinellas County

APPLICANT:

Division of Recreation and Parks
DSL STAFF REMARKS:

The Division of Recreation and Parks (DRP) is requesting ARC approval of an amendment to
the Honeymoon Island State Park (HISP) Land Management Plan. The DRP is requesting
approval for a time sensitive land planning concept that must be conveyed for ARC review in
advance of the recently submitted (as of November 3, 2021) draft management for Honeymoon
Island State Park. The proposal is to construct a new vehicular access lane into the park with an
additional tollbooth and other basic essential elements, e.g., signage and any associated electrical
utilities. Addition of a stormwater retention feature is planned to capture displacement of water
from the new impervious surface.

HISP is approximately 2,825 acres in size, located in Pinellas County approximately four miles

northwest of downtown Dunedin, and only two miles from the mainland shoreline. The island is
part of a chain of barrier islands that parallels Florida’s Gulf Coast. Access to the island is from

the mainland via State Road 586 and the Dunedin Causeway since 1965.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:
Approve the management plan amendment.
ARC RECOMMENDATION:

( ) APPROVE

( ) APPROVE WITH MODIFICATIONS:
( ) DEFER

( ) WITHDRAW

( ) NOT APPROVE

( ) OTHER:
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Florida Department of Environmental Protection
Division of Recreation & Parks

Honeymoon Island State Park
Unit Management Plan Amendment, November 10, 2021

Submittal

The Division of Recreation & Parks is requesting approval by the Acquisition & Restoration Council (ARC) of
a land planning concept that is considered to be time sensitive and must be conveyed for ARC review in
advance of the recently submitted (as of November 3, 2021) draft management for Honeymoon Island
State Park. This submittal is being requested for consideration at the December 2021 ARC meeting. Details
of the concept are provided in the following report and supplemented by a series of supporting maps and
documents: parkwide natural communities map, broad conceptual land use map, site-specific project
layout, permitting documents, and letters of local government and state agency review.

Concept Overview

The purpose of the project is to construct a new vehicular access lane into the park with an additional toll
booth and other basic essential elements, e.g., signage and any associated electrical utilities. Addition of a
stormwater retention feature is planned to capture displacement of water from the new impervious
surface.

Honeymoon Island State Park is located in Pinellas County approximately four miles northwest of
downtown Dunedin, and only two miles from the mainland shoreline. The island is part of a chain of
barrier islands that parallels Florida’s Gulf Coast. Access to the island is from the mainland via highway
State Road 586 and the Dunedin Causeway since 1965. At Honeymoon Island State Park, public outdoor
recreation is the designated single use of the property. No legislative or executive directives constrain the
use of this conservation and recreation property. Honeymoon Island State Park is a regional and even
statewide favorite destination for active beach recreation and passive interpretive nature study. It
consistently ranks among the top five most visited parks in the Florida State Parks system. Park visitation
continues to increase with the growth of the resident population and non-local tourism.

Need and Anticipated Benefits

Traffic Ingress

Project proposes to alleviate considerable traffic congestion and vehicular stacking that has caused private
property access challenges and other nuisances for the adjacent condominium complex. Stalled traffic at
the entrance and into the interior of the park also results in vehicle idling, visitor frustrations, and
management access challenges. Alleviation of this congestion will offer significant benefit for visitors,
managers, and area residents alike.

With optimal project outcomes, the entrance redesign will expedite access to an unchanged parking area.
Carrying capacity and volume of visitation within the park will remain the same.

Alternative solutions were evaluated, entailing utilization of a new ranger station recessed further into the
interior of the park along the existing park road and reconfiguration of traffic patterns, but were ruled out

on the basis of various logistical factors.

In conjunction with the expanded entrance, bicycle and other forms of alternative park access are being
additionally considered to reduce traffic congestion and parking shortages.
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Florida Department of Environmental Protection
Division of Recreation & Parks

Potential Impacts to Natural and Cultural Resources

Terrestrial Ecological, Natural Communities/ Natural Resources
Project proposes to utilize existing areas of ground disturbance where natural vegetation is limited.

Entrance area of the park is considered altered landcover types to both sides of the road. The site is
characterized by an abundance of sabal palms and scrubby vegetation associated with the nearby coastal
grassland and beach dunes. Some direct and indirect impacts to the intact coastal grassland community
may occur. Dependent on soil conditions and other onsite variables, replanting efforts may offset this
aesthetic and/or ecological impact. Established natural features could be restored by new tree and shrub
installations. Impacts may be summarized as mild to moderate on an altered landscape, with an acceptable
net loss in natural surface and vegetated groundcover.

This site has long history of impacts and landscape alterations resulting from:
e road construction and maintenance
e sand deposition/fill projects
o  WWIl-era military training uses
e 1930s-era vacation uses

A current retention pond exists but will need to be expanded to match engineering specifications:
e Existing pond surface area: 20,500 square feet
e Proposed pond surface area: 36,528 square feet

A gopher tortoise survey was completed, finding two gopher tortoises within 25 feet of the construction
project limits. These gopher tortoises will be relocated within the park according to FWC permitting
requirements and best practices.

Marine Ecological, Natural Communities/ Natural Resources

Park boundary encompasses extensive submerged lands, significant for seagrass beds and sporadic soft
coral and sponge features. Various natural features and habitats are located within the vicinity of the
project, but outside of the affected areas. Seagrass beds are fringed partially by marine tidal swamp, which
is significant for wading bird habitat and general biodiversity. Narrow extensions of wet sand beach
provide foraging habitat for shorebird species. Mollusk species may also be found throughout the marine
natural communities.

The entrance project does not entail sand deposition or any upland expansion, such that no impacts to
water quality or submerged vegetation/wildlife are anticipated.

Cultural Resources

Cultural resource impacts within this narrow and previously altered coastal site are unlikely but will be
assessed prior to any ground-disturbing activity.
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Permitting and Inter-agency
Review
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