Florida Department of Environmental Protection

CITIZEN SUPPORT ORGANIZATION
2020 LEGISLATIVE REPORT
(pursuant to Section 20.058 Florida Statutes)

Citizen Support Organization (CSO) Name:_Friends of Kissimmee Prairie Preserve, Inc.

Mailing Address (required): 33104 192™ Avenue, Okeechobee FL 34972

Telephone Number (required): 863-655-1831
Website Address (required if applicable): https://www.kissimmeeprairiefriends.org/
Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/groups/KPPSP/

Statutory Authority:

Section 20.2551, F.S., Citizen support organizations; use of property; audit; public records; partnerships. In
summary, the statute specifies the organizational requirements, operational parameters, duties of a CSO to support the
Department of Environmental Protection (Department), or individual units of the Department, use of Department
property, audit requirements, public records requirements, and authorizes public-private partnerships to enhance lands
managed by the Department.

Section 258.015, F.S., Citizen support organizations; use of property; audit. In summary, the statute defines a CSO,
requires authorization by the Division of Recreation and Parks, and specifies the use of property. This statute authorizes
the Partnerships in Parks (PIP) program for state parks, the program’s operational parameters, CSO’s operational
parameters, and donor recognition.

CSO’s Mission: Consistent with Articles and Bylaws

The Friends of Kissimmee Prairie Preserve, Inc. was formed in 2011 to work for the preservation, protection,
interpretation and promotion of and in the best interest of Kissimmee Prairie Preserve. The Friends organization
is a Florida not-for-profit 501(c)(3) corporation and relies on membership fees and private donations to pursue
activities on behalf of the Preserve.

Description of the CSO’s Results Obtained: Brag! Expand section as necessary to be complete
In 2019 the CSO held 3 quarterly meetings. Revenues reserves increased in 2019 from $16,000 in January to
$20,000 in December. Membership for the Friends increased from 97 to 102 members, a 5% increase.

The CSO hosted Flower Walk Days in spring and fall (N=20 participants each), a Prairie Days and Prairie
Nights celebration with tours and astronomical viewing that brought over 100 visitors through the gates and
gave buggy rides to more than 150 people (campers joined the event). We hosted an astronomy night in
November. We advertised our presence at the Okeechobee Battlefield reenactment event.

One Board member assisted with prescribed burns and another helps lead tours for Audubon Chapters at the
Preserve and gives regular talks to citizens groups that refer to the Preserve and/or Florida Grasshopper
Sparrows. Another board member attended the park manager’s meeting in November. The meeting was highly
focused on how to help CSQO’s thrive and many ideas on fundraising and member recruitment were brought to
the following KPPSP CSO meeting.

The CSO managed firewood sales that brought in positive revenue and bought ice for fire crews. We framed a
watercolor painting that was purchased in honor of Buck and Linda Cooper who have done so much volunteer



https://www.kissimmeeprairiefriends.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/KPPSP/

butterfly work for the Prairie and other properties in the State. The painting now hangs in the Preserve office. A
dryer was purchased for seasonal crew who work diligently to treat invasive exotic plants and help search for
the elusive Florida grasshopper sparrow during breeding season. We also are planning appropriate tributes to
Daniel Willis, and ranger Jen Benson, who we also lost prematurely and unexpectedly in the past two years, in
cooperation with the Park Service.

With revenues up we expect to purchase more things for the Preserve in the coming year.
We maintain a membership in the Okeechobee Chamber of Commerce and interact with them as much as

possible to promote the Preserve. We also help support the Dark Sky Status of the Preserve, helping to obtain
equipment and/or appropriate lighting as needed.

Description of the CSO’s Plans for the Next Three Fiscal Years: Expand section as necessary to be complete

We plan to continue working to raise awareness about Kissimmee Prairie Preserve, add members and solicit
donations in Florida, nationally, and internationally. We will continue holding semi-annual plant walk events
(spring & fall) to introduce new people to the preserve, encourage repeat visitors, and raise funds for Friends
projects to benefit the Preserve. The Prairie Days & Prairie Nights event will be held annually to increase local
interest, involvement, and friends for the Preserve. We plan to hold more specialized educational swamp buggy
tours with visiting experts as leaders. We will continue to support Kissimmee Prairie Preserve as a Dark Sky
Park with outreach during events and by hosting a December astronomy program/event held in conjunction with
the Florida astronomy community. Our CSO will continue to do all we can to help the endangered Florida
Grasshopper Sparrow at the Preserve, through use of our FGSP fund, and by educating the public through our
web site and social media pages.

Other goals we continue to work toward and discuss are: partnering with more Florida organizations and
educators to promote the Preserve, keeping species checklists updated and adding one for reptiles &
amphibians, purchasing t-shirts for fire crew and finding ways to introduce more school children to the
Preserve. We hope to develop an iNaturalist project with Preserve staff to record useful data about sightings in
the Preserve. Long term goals still include an outdoor covered amphitheater for educational programs, research
housing for visiting scientists, moveable speed bumps for the road to reduce road kill, a new, larger swamp
buggy for visitor tours, prairie restoration projects, and new interpretive displays.

X CSO’s Code of Ethics is attached, and if the CSO has a website the code of ethics is posted
conspicuously.




X CSO has attached the most recent Internal Revenue Service (IRS) Form 990, 990-EZ, or 990-N receipt.
If filing the 990-N, the Department requires the 990 or 990-EZ as a worksheet. All IRS Form 990’s
must be complete with Part III Program Service and all appropriate Schedules (See attached
instructions). If filing an IRS extension, attach the IRS 8868 receipt and most recent 990 and schedules.



Attachment: CSO Code of Ethics as posted on our webpage.





























