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INTRODUCTION 
 

Lake Griffin State Park is located in Lake County, within the City of Fruitland Park. 
Access to the park is from U.S. Highway 441/27 (see Vicinity Map). The Vicinity 
Map also reflects significant land and water resources existing near the park. 
 
Lake Griffin State Park was initially acquired on October 31, 1946 under the Murphy 
Lands Acts of 1937. Currently, the park comprises 620.69 acres. The Board of 
Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund (Trustees) hold fee simple title to 
the park and on January 23, 1968, the Trustees leased (Lease Number 3631) the 
property to DRP under a 99-year lease. The current lease will expire on January 22, 
2067. 
 
Lake Griffin State Park is designated single-use to provide public outdoor recreation 
and other park-related uses. There are no legislative or executive directives that 
constrain the use of this property (see Addendum 1). 
 

Purpose and Significance of the Park 
 
The purpose of Lake Griffin State Park is to provide exceptional resource-based 
public outdoor recreation opportunities to Florida residents and visitors while 
ensuring the conservation and protection of valuable natural resources, including 
diverse imperiled species and unique ecosystems, in Florida’s Lake Region. 
 
Park Significance 
 
• The park protects more than 500 acres of marsh and lacustrine natural 

communities which are hydrologically connected to the Palatlakaha and Apopka 
Chain of Lakes and Ocklawaha drainage basin at the headwaters of the Green 
Swamp. 
 

• The park protects critical remaining habitat for local wildlife, including three 
imperiled plant species and nine imperiled animal species. 
 

• The park protects and interprets the 2nd largest live oak tree in Florida, 
estimated to be 300 – 500 years old; a regional as well as statewide landmark. 
 

• The park provides public access to and scenic recreation around the park’s 
namesake, Lake Griffin, the 8th largest lake in Florida. 
 

Lake Griffin State Park is classified as a state recreation area in the DRP’s unit 
classification system. In the management of a state recreation area, major 
emphasis is placed on maximizing the recreational potential of the unit. However, 
preservation of the park’s natural and cultural resources remains important. 
Depletion of a resource by any recreational activity is not permitted. In order to 
realize the park’s recreational potential the development of appropriate park 
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facilities is undertaken with the goal to provide facilities that are accessible, 
convenient and safe, to support public recreational use or appreciation of the park’s 
natural, aesthetic and educational attributes. 
 

Purpose and Scope of the Plan 
 
This plan serves as the basic statement of policy and direction for the management 
of Lake Griffin State Park as a unit of Florida's state park system. It identifies the 
goals, objectives, actions and criteria or standards that guide each aspect of park 
administration, and sets forth the specific measures that will be implemented to 
meet management objectives and provide balanced public utilization. The plan is 
intended to meet the requirements of Sections 253.034 and 259.032, Florida 
Statutes, Chapter 18-2, Florida Administrative Code, and is intended to be 
consistent with the State Lands Management Plan. With approval, this management 
plan will replace the 2004 approved plan. 
 
The plan consists of three interrelated components: Resource Management 
Component, Land Use Component and Implementation Component. The Resource 
Management Component provides a detailed inventory and assessment of the 
natural and cultural resources of the park. Resource management needs and issues 
are identified, and measurable management objectives are established for each of 
the park’s management goals and resource types. This component provides 
guidance on the application of such measures as prescribed burning, exotic species 
removal, imperiled species management, cultural resource management and 
restoration of natural conditions. 
 
The Land Use Component is the recreational resource allocation plan for the park. 
Based on considerations such as access, population, adjacent land uses, the natural 
and cultural resources of the park, current public uses and existing development, 
measurable objectives are set to achieve the desired allocation of the physical 
space of the park. These objectives identify use areas and propose the types of 
facilities and programs as well as the volume of public use to be provided. 
 
The Implementation Component consolidates the measurable objectives and actions 
for each of the park’s management goals. An implementation schedule and cost 
estimates are included for each objective and action. Included in this table are (1) 
measures that will be used to evaluate the DRP’s implementation progress, (2) 
timeframes for completing actions and objectives and (3) estimated costs to 
complete each action and objective. 
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All development and resource alteration proposed in this plan is subject to the 
granting of appropriate permits, easements, licenses, and other required legal 
instruments. Approval of the management plan does not constitute an exemption 
from complying with the appropriate local, state or federal agencies. 
 
In the development of this plan, the potential of the park to accommodate 
secondary management purposes was analyzed. These secondary purposes were 
considered within the context of DRP’s statutory responsibilities and the resource 
needs and values of the park. This analysis considered the park’s natural and 
cultural resources, management needs, aesthetic values, visitation and visitor 
experiences. For this park, it was determined that harvesting of fuel wood, 
hardwood chippings, and mulch could be accommodated in a manner that would be 
compatible and not interfere with the primary purpose of resource-based outdoor 
recreation and conservation. These compatible secondary management purposes 
are addressed in the Resource Management Component of the plan. Uses such as, 
water resource development projects, water supply projects, stormwater 
management projects, linear facilities and sustainable agriculture and forestry 
(other than those forest management activities specifically identified in this plan) 
are not consistent with this plan or the management purposes of the park. 
 
The potential for generating revenue to enhance management was also analyzed. 
Visitor fees and charges are the principal source of revenue generated by the park. 
It was determined that harvesting of fuel wood, hardwood chippings, and mulch 
would be appropriate at this park as additional sources of revenue for land 
management since it would be compatible with the park’s primary purpose of 
resource-based outdoor recreation and conservation. 
 
DRP may provide the services and facilities outlined in this plan either with its own 
funds and staff or through an outsourcing contract. Private contractors may provide 
assistance with natural resource management and restoration activities or a 
concessionaire may provide services to park visitors in order to enhance the visitor 
experience. For example, a concessionaire could be authorized to sell merchandise 
and food and to rent recreational equipment for use in the park. A concessionaire 
may also be authorized to provide specialized services, such as interpretive tours, 
or overnight accommodations when the required capital investment exceeds that 
which DRP can elect to incur. Decisions regarding outsourcing, contracting with the 
private sector, the use of concessionaires, etc. are made on a case-by-case basis in 
accordance with the policies set forth in DRP’s Operations Manual (OM). 
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Management Program Overview 
 
Management Authority and Responsibility 
 
In accordance with Chapter 258, Florida Statutes and Chapter 62D-2, Florida 
Administrative Code, the Division of Recreation and Parks (DRP) is charged with the 
responsibility of developing and operating Florida's recreation and parks system. 
These are administered in accordance with the following policy: 
 
It shall be the policy of the Division of Recreation and Parks to promote the state 
park system for the use, enjoyment, and benefit of the people of Florida and 
visitors; to acquire typical portions of the original domain of the state which will be 
accessible to all of the people, and of such character as to emblemize the state's 
natural values; conserve these natural values for all time; administer the 
development, use and maintenance of these lands and render such public service in 
so doing, in such a manner as to enable the people of Florida and visitors to enjoy 
these values without depleting them; to contribute materially to the development of 
a strong mental, moral, and physical fiber in the people; to provide for perpetual 
preservation of historic sites and memorials of statewide significance and 
interpretation of their history to the people; to contribute to the tourist appeal of 
Florida. 
 
Many operating procedures are standardized system-wide and are set by internal 
direction. These procedures are outlined in the OM that covers such areas as 
personnel management, uniforms and personal appearance, training, signs, 
communications, fiscal procedures, interpretation, concessions, public use 
regulations, resource management, law enforcement, protection, safety and 
maintenance. 
 
Park Management Goals 
 
The following park goals express DRP’s long-term intent in managing the state 
park: 
 

• Provide administrative support for all park functions. 
• Protect water quality and quantity in the park, restore hydrology to the extent 

feasible and maintain the restored condition. 
• Restore and maintain the natural communities/habitats of the park. 
• Maintain, improve or restore imperiled species populations and habitats in the 

park. 
• Remove exotic and invasive plants and animals from the park and conduct 

needed maintenance-control. 
• Protect, preserve and maintain the cultural resources of the park. 
• Provide public access and recreational opportunities in the park. 
• Develop and maintain the capital facilities and infrastructure necessary to meet 

the goals and objectives of this management plan. 
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Management Coordination 
 
The park is managed in accordance with all applicable laws and administrative 
rules. Agencies having a major or direct role in the management of the park are 
discussed in this plan. 
 
The Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services (FDACS), Florida 
Forest Service (FFS), assists DRP staff in the development of wildfire emergency 
plans and provides the authorization required for prescribed burning. The Florida 
Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) assists staff in the enforcement 
of state laws pertaining to wildlife, freshwater fish and other aquatic life existing 
within the park. In addition, the FWC aids DRP with wildlife management programs, 
including imperiled species management. The Florida Department of State (FDOS), 
Division of Historical Resources (DHR) assists staff to ensure protection of 
archaeological and historical sites. 
 
Public Participation 
 
DRP provided an opportunity for public input by conducting a public hearing and an 
advisory group meeting to present the draft management plan to the public. These 
meetings were held on Tuesday, July 19 and Wednesday, July 20, 2016, 
respectively. Meeting notices were published in the Florida Administrative Register, 
Friday, July 8, 2016, Volume 42, Number 132, included on the Department Internet 
Calendar, posted in clear view at the park, and promoted locally. The purpose of 
the advisory group meeting is to provide the advisory group members an 
opportunity to discuss the draft management plan (see Addendum 2). 
 
Other Designations 
 
Lake Griffin State Park is not within an Area of Critical State Concern as defined in 
Section 380.05, Florida Statutes, and it is not presently under study for such 
designation. The park is a component of the Florida Greenways and Trails System, 
administered by the Department’s Office of Greenways and Trails. 
 
All waters within the park have been designated as Outstanding Florida Waters, 
pursuant to Chapter 62-302, Florida Administrative Code. Surface waters in this 
park are also classified as Class III waters by the Department. This park is not; 
within or adjacent to an aquatic preserve as designated under the Florida Aquatic 
Preserve Act of 1975 (Section 258.35, Florida Statutes). 
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Addendum 1—Acquisition History 





LAND ACQUISITION HISTORY REPORT 

Park Name Lake Griffin State Park 

Date Updated 3/1/2016 
County Lake County, Florida 
Trustees Lease 
Number Lease No. 3631 

   Current Park Size 620.69 acres 
            

Purpose of 
Acquisition 

The state of Florida acquired Lake Griffin State Park for the benefit and enjoyment of 
the public. 

Acquisition History 
Parcel Name or 
Parcel DM-ID 

Date 
Acquired  Initial Seller Initial Purchaser 

Size in 
acres 

Instrument 
Type 

MDID 336004 6/9/2004 

R. Dewey Burnsed 
and 
Walter S. McLin III 

The Board of Trustees of 
the Internal 
Improvement Trust Fund 
of the State of Florida 
(Trustees). 78.437 

Warranty 
Deed 

MDID 367553 1/17/1961 

H. E. Friedrich                                   
and his wife                                    
Lillien K. Friedrich 

State of Florida for the 
use and benefit of the 
Florida Board of Parks 
and Historic Memorials 40.952 Indenture 

MDID 365870 11/4/2010 
RAM Land Holdings, 
LLC Trustees 40.459 

Warranty 
Deed 

MDID 365560 11/22/2010 Lake County Florida  Trustees 23.832 
County 
Deed 

MDID 10960 7/11/1996 

Bernice W. Jeffcoat as 
Trustees of Bernice 
W. Jeffcoat Revocable 
Trust dated July 9, 
1996, of the County 
of Lake in Florida Trustees 10.311 

Warranty 
Deed 



Management Lease 
  

Parcel Name or 
Lease Number 

Date 
Leased Initial Lessor Initial Lessee 

Current 
Term   

Expiration 
Date 

Lease No. 3631 
(Original Lease No. 
2324) 1/23/1968 

The Trustees of the 
Internal Improvement 
Trust Fund of the 
State of Florida 

The Florida Board of 
Parks and Historic 
Memorials 

99 
years 1/22/2067 

Outstanding Issue 
Type of 
Instrument Brief Description of the Outstanding Issue 

Term of the 
Outstanding Issue 

Automatic Reverter Deed 

If (1) the property ceases to be used for park, 
recreation, and conservation purposes for a 
period of five consecutive years or (2) Lake Griffin 
State Park is referred to in any official document 
or literature as being located other than at 
Fruitland Park, Florida, title to the property will 
automatically revert to the City of Fruitland Park. 
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Lake Griffin State Park 
Advisory Group Members 
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Local Government 
Representatives 
Mayor Chris Bell 
City of Fruitland Park 
 
Agency Representatives 
Rachel Nunlist, Manager 
Lake Griffin State Park 
Division of Recreation and Parks 
 
Mike Abbot, Regional Biologist 
Northeast Florida Region 
Florida Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation Commission 
 
Michael Edwards, Regional Forester 
Florida Region 4 
Florida Forest Service 
 
Mary Farner, Chair 
Lake County Soil and Water 
Conservation District 
 
Environmental and 
Conservation Representatives 
Russ Melling, President 
Ocklawaha Valley Audubon Society 
 
Stephen Turnipseed, President 
Villages Chapter 
Florida Native Plant Society 
 
Tourism and Economic 
Development Representatives 
Debi Dyer, Tourism Coordinator 
Lake County Tourist Development 
Council 
 
Recreational and Educational 
User Representatives 
Gene Bouley, Trail Coordinator 
Highlanders Chapter 
Florida Trail Association 
 
Steve Henderson, President 
Villages Freshwater Fishing Club 

Adjacent Landowners 
Dean Humphrey, residential 
property owner 
 
Citizen Support Organization 
Ted Wendel, Chair 
Friends of Lake Griffin State Park 
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The advisory group meeting to review the proposed unit management plan (UMP) 
for Lake Griffin State Park was held in the City of Lady Lake, in the City of Lady 
Lake Commission Chambers on Friday, July 20, 2016 at 9:00 AM. 
 
Dale Bogle represented Mayor Chris Bell for the City of Fruitland Park. Melanie Rose 
represented Mary Farner for the Lake County Soil and Water Conservation District 
and was accompanied by Rose Fitzpatrick. Travis Blunden represented Michael 
Abbott for the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission. MJ Walsh 
represented Stephen Turnipseed for the Florida Native Plant Society. Francis 
Keenan represented Gene Bouley for the Florida Trail Association. Gallus Quigley 
represented Debi Dyer for the Lake County Tourist Development Council. Dean 
Humphrey and Steve Henderson were not in attendance. All other appointed 
advisory group members were present. 
 
Attending Division of Recreation and Parks (DRP) staff members were Larry Fooks, 
Robert Yero, Rachel Nunlist, and Daniel Alsentzer. 
 
Mr. Alsentzer began the meeting by explaining the purpose of the advisory group 
and reviewing the meeting agenda. He provided a brief overview of the DRP’s 
planning process. Mr. Alsentzer then asked each member of the advisory group to 
express his or her comments on the draft plan. After all comments were shared, Mr. 
Alsentzer described next steps for drafting the plan and the meeting was 
adjourned. 
 
Summary of Advisory Group Comments 
 
Michael Edwards (Florida Forest Service, Other Public Lands Region 4) noted that 
as a park under 1,000 acres, the UMP states that Lake Griffin does not require an 
official timber assessment, but inquired whether sand or slash pine thinning is 
needed. He commented that there may be a need for hardwood reductions in the 
sandhill and basin swamps. Mr. Edwards identified costs and benefits to removal of 
pines or hardwoods, especially from wetland community types and offered potential 
assistance from the Florida Forest Service. He inquired whether the park has 
planted wiregrass or longleaf in its sandhill restoration, especially where sunlight 
exposure in the understory has increased after thinning. He identified mills in the 
vicinity of the park that this type of timber material for biomass. Mr. Edwards 
recommended volunteer work days in the park to assist with exotic species 
removal. Lastly, Mr. Edwards noted the need for excess duff removal around tree 
bases, but cautioned against methods that may damage delicate surficial root 
structures. He recommended removing duff gradually, rather than by single burn. 
 
Gallus Quigley (Lake County) inquired about the extent of the park’s exotic-
invasive infestations and the success of treatment efforts. He noted the potential 
presence of warbler in the park and inquired whether the DRP installs nesting boxes 
over standing water areas within the wetlands. Mr. Quigley inquired whether the 
park monitors for rookeries both within and outside of the park, such as on Lake 
Griffin itself. He stated that given the park’s inaccessible wetland community types, 
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there may be additional bird species nesting with the park, that staff has not yet 
encountered. He additionally noted that the park is a significant example of urban-
wildland interface and inquired about the DRP’s management approach to 
prescribed fire where private residences are located adjacent to the park boundary. 
Mr. Quigley inquired whether the DRP tends to conduct more spring or winter burns 
and explained that differences in biodiversity resulting from burns in different 
seasons. Mr. Quigley recommended adding Lake Griffin State Park as a designated 
launch point for the Lake Griffin Blueway, which would entail adding appropriate 
signage and trail markers. He stated that funding for park projects may be available 
through Lake County’s Economic Development and Tourism Program. 
 
MJ Walsh (Florida Native Plant Society, Villages Chapter) stated that she concurred 
with the proposed plans and did not have any additional recommendations for the 
park’s management. 
 
Dale Bogle (City of Fruitland Park) identified the park as a major asset to the City 
of Fruitland Park. As the City’s Public Work’s Director, Mr. Bogle worked closely with 
the previous park manager, Doug Watson. Mr. Bogle stated that the City of 
Fruitland Park is especially willing to support municipal water and sewer 
connections to the park’s campground and day use facilities. He noted the rapid 
growth of Fruitland Park, having doubled in size within the past decade and 
emphasized the increased value of this greenspace as the region develops. Mr. 
Bogle encouraged coordination with the municipal fire department on the park’s 
prescribed fire program if assistance is needed. 
 
Rachel Nunlist (Division of Recreation and Parks, Lake Griffin State Park) 
commented that the park does not receive frequent repeat visitors, primarily 
because of the park’s limited range of recreation opportunities. She noted that the 
park’s location and natural communities are favorable for more interpretive and 
recreational activities and that the land use plan calls for new facilities accordingly. 
Ms. Nunlist stated that the most visitor repetition is currently by area residents 
renting the park canoes and kayaks. 
 
Ted Wendel (Friends of Lake Griffin State Park) provided an overview of the park’s 
guided paddling tours offered through the CSO. He stated that this interpretive 
program resulted successfully in nearly doubling the park’s visitation rate. Mr. 
Wendel explained that the CSO schedules both day and night tours on the Dead 
River and Lake Griffin and that the tours draw a diverse range of ages; many of the 
paddlers being first-time visitors to Florida’s lake waters. Mr. Wendel recommends a 
designated Blueway paddling trail in the park, especially farther into the interior. 
 
Travis Blunden (Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission) inquired 
whether the park conducts all prescribed burning in house (i.e., with DRP staff) and 
commented that FWC has recently secured funds to work with prescribed fire 
contractors. He noted that the plan emphasizes growing season burns and 
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recommended language that is seasonally flexible and encourages fire frequency. 
Mr. Blunden commented that page 41 of the Resource Management Component 
misleadingly describes a hydrological management objective to restore only one 
acre of basin swamp. He advised that the restoration of such a small site may not 
be cost effective and may result in impacts to habitat as the identified ditches may 
have largely filled by accretion and formed ecosystems of their own, having 
recovered from the original disturbance of dredging. Mr. Blunden also expressed 
that programmatic monitoring of the small gopher tortoise population in the park 
may not be worth the effort. He recommended incidental monitoring instead of 
intentional checking of every known burrow at set times. Mr. Blunden identified 
updates to the plan’s threatened/endangered species listings. He inquired whether 
the park has observed sand skinks or Florida mice within its boundaries. 
 
Russ Melling (Oklawaha Valley Audubon Society) stated that he had visited the 
park the prior weekend and considered the park to be a gem. He remarked on its 
natural character in the setting of an otherwise developed urban/suburban region. 
Mr. Melling was pleased to see recreation expansion and maintenance proposed in 
the plan. Mr. Melling additionally inquired about current and potential birding 
interpretive tours in the park. He additionally emphasized the importance of 
tracking the park’s statewide and local economic impacts. 
 
Francis Keenan (Florida Trail Association) recommended development of an 
extended trail system in the park, forecasting that this would draw more visitors 
from a broad geographic range and encourage repeat visitation. Given the park’s 
abundant wetland community types, Mr. Keenan recognized the challenges and 
expense of constructing boardwalks over wetland. He stated that the potential long 
hiking trail and existing paddling opportunities are the primary recreation 
attractions to the park. He acknowledged the value in a short boardwalk leading to 
a scenic overlook that would be easily accessible for less strenuous walking. Mr. 
Keenan suggested that the park could develop the hiking trail in increments. 
 
Staff Recommendations 
 

• The DRP will continue to coordinate with Lake County in development of 
designated paddling trails and other local tourism development programs. 
 
The DRP will continue to coordinate with City of Fruitland Park to integrate 
with municipal water, sewer, and electric as needed and as best technologies 
become available. 

  
• Language will be revised to clarify the park’s hydrological management 

objectives pertaining to restoration of the basin swamp community. 
 

Additional revisions were made throughout the document to address editorial 
corrections, consistency of spelling and notations, and other minor corrections. 
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Notes on Composition of the Advisory Group 
 
Florida Statutes Chapter 259.032 Paragraph 10(b) establishes a requirement 
that all state land management plans for properties greater than 160 acres will be 
reviewed by an advisory group: 
 
“Individual management plans required by s. 253.034(5), for parcels over 160 
acres, shall be developed with input from an advisory group. Members of this 
advisory group shall include, at a minimum, representatives of the lead land 
managing agency, co-managing entities, local private property owners, the 
appropriate soil and water conservation district, a local conservation organization, 
and a local elected official.” 
 
Advisory groups that are composed in compliance with these requirements 
complete the review of State park management plans. Additional members may be 
appointed to the groups, such as a representative of the park’s Citizen Support 
Organization (if one exists), representatives of the recreational activities that exist 
in or are planned for the park, or representatives of any agency with an ownership 
interest in the property. Special issues or conditions that require a broader 
representation for adequate review of the management plan may require the 
appointment of additional members. The Division’s intent in making these 
appointments is to create a group that represents a balanced cross-section of the 
park’s stakeholders. Decisions on appointments are made on a case-by-case basis 
by Division of Recreation and Parks staff. 
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Arents-Urban land complex (3). – This is fill land consisting of loamy soil 
material that has been mixed, reworked, and leveled or shaped by earth 
moving equipment. It is mostly 12 to 60 inches thick with no orderly sequence 
of layers. 
 
Anclote, Myakka and Felda depressional (5). - This mapping unit is about 
35 percent Anclote sand, 30 percent Myakka sand, 20 percent Felda sand, and 
15 percent minor soils. The unit consists of nearly level, very poorly drained 
sandy soils. These soils are in low, large depressions and poorly defined 
drainageways. The water table is at the surface, and the soils are covered with 
water most of the year. These soils are covered with dense wetland forests. 
The vegetation usually consists of a variety of wetland hardwoods, cypress, 
black pines, cabbage palms, shrubs, vines, and grasses. 
 
Anclote, Delray and Hontoon (6). - This consists of level, very poorly 
drained mineral and organic soils that have not been classified because excess 
water and dense vegetation have made detailed investigations impractical. 
Swamp occurs as broad drainageways, or broad, poorly defined streams, as 
large depressions having no outlets and as large bayheads. The soils are 
flooded with water all year except during prolonged periods when rainfall is 
light. Swamp is usually covered with a dense wetland forest. The vegetation 
usually is wetland hardwoods, cypress, black pines, cabbage palms, shrubs, 
vines, and grasses. 
 
Candler sand 0 to 5 percent slopes (13) and Candler-Urban land 
complex 0 to 5 percent slopes (14). - This is a nearly level to gently 
sloping, excessively drained sandy soil. It is on the undulating upland ridge. 
The water table is at a depth of more than 120 inches. Permeability is very 
rapid throughout the profile, and available water capacity is very low. Organic 
matter content and natural fertility are low. The typical vegetation is turkey 
oak, a few scattered longleaf pine, and an understory of grasses and shrubs. 
 
Candler sand 5 to 12 percent slopes (15). - This is a sloping to strongly 
sloping, excessively drained sandy soil. The water table is at a depth of more 
than 120 inches. Permeability is very rapid throughout the profile, and 
available water capacity is very low. The organic matter content and natural 
fertility are low. Without protective vegetation, the soil is readily erodible by 
wind and water. The typical vegetation type is sandhill. 
 
Immokolee sand (25). - This soil is nearly level, poorly drained and has a 
layer at about 30 inches that is stained by organic matter. The water table is 
normally at 10 to 40 inches. The water table is within 10 inches of the surface 
for one to two months during rainy seasons and falls below 40 inches during 
prolonged drought. Immokolee sand is moderately permeable in the weakly 
cemented layer at depths between 38 and 56 inches and is rapidly permeable 
in the other layers. The weakly cemented layers have medium available water 
capacity, moderately high organic matter content and low natural fertility. The 
sandy surface and subsurface layers and the layer between depths of 56 to 68 
inches have very low available water capacity and very low natural fertility. 
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The thin surface layer is moderate in organic matter content. The other layers 
are very low. The typical vegetation type is flatwoods. 
 
Placid sand (46). - This is a nearly level, very poorly drained soil. The water 
table is at the surface most of the year except during extended dry periods 
where it is within a depth of 15 inches. Shallow water covers many areas for 4 
to 6 months in wet seasons. Placid sand is rapidly permeable throughout. It 
has medium available water capacity, moderately high organic content, and 
moderate natural fertility to a depth of about 18 inches. The native vegetation 
is mainly grass and low-growing aquatic plants. Some areas have swamp 
vegetation of wetland hardwoods and cypress. 
 
Pomello sand (48). - This is a nearly level to gently sloping, moderately well 
drained sandy soil. The water table is at a depth of 40 to 60 inches for about 8 
months and at a depth of 30 to 40 inches for about 4 months. This soil has 
very rapid permeability and very low available water capacity and organic 
matter content in the surface and subsurface horizons. It has an organic 
stained layer that has moderately rapid permeability and moderate organic 
content. This soil is very low in natural fertility. The native vegetation usually 
consists of scrub oaks, scattered pine trees, and a sparse growth of grasses 
and shrubs. 
 
Pompano, Felda and Oklawaha depressional (51). - This soil type is an 
association of Pompano, Felda, and Ocklawaha soils, depressional. Pompano 
sand, acid soil is nearly level and poorly drained. The water table is within a 
depth of 10 inches for 2 to 6 months and at a depth of 10 to 40 inches for the 
rest of the year. Shallow water covers the lowest areas after heavy rain. The 
soil has very low available water capacity, low organic content and low natural 
fertility. Felda soils are nearly level and poorly drained. The permeability is 
rapid in the surface and subsurface layers and in the substratum, and is 
moderate in the subsoil. The available water capacity is very low in the surface 
and subsurface layers and substratum and medium in the subsoil. Natural 
fertility and organic matter are low. Ocklawaha soils have rapid permeability. 
Natural fertility and organic matter are high. 
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PLANTS 
Rosary pea; Blackeyed susan* Abrus precatorius  
Slender threeseed mercury Acalypha gracilens  
Red maple Acer rubrum  
Silktree, mimosa * Albizia julibrissin  
Alligatorweed* Alternanthera philoxeroides  
Common ragweed Ambrosia artemisiifolia  
Lusterspike indigobush Amorpha herbacea  
Indigobush Amorpha sp.  
Peppervine Ampelopsis arborea  
Bluestem Andropogon sp.  
Chalky bluestem Andropogon virginicus var. glaucus  
Devil's walkingstick Aralia spinosa  
Coral ardisia* Ardisia crenata  
Wiregrass Aristida stricta var. beyrichiana  
Florida indian plantain Arnoglossum floridanum  
Ovateleaf indian plantain Arnoglossum ovatum  
Florida milkweed Asclepias feayi  
Pinewoods milkweed Asclepias humistrata  
Longleaf milkweed Asclepias longifolia  
Velvetleaf milkweed Asclepias tomentosa  
Butterfly milkweed Asclepias tuberosa  
Smallflower pawpaw Asimina parviflora  
Sprenger's asparagus-fern* Asparagus densiflorus  
Ebony spleenwort Asplenium platyneuron  
Groundsel tree; Sea myrtle Baccharis halimifolia  
Tarflower Bejaria racemosa  
Florida greeneyes Berlandiera subacaulis  
Beggarticks; Romerillo Bidens alba  
False nettle, Bog hemp Boehmeria cylindrica  
Paper mulberry* Broussonetia papyrifera  
Watergrass* Bulbostylis barbata  
Densetuft hairsedge Bulbostylis ciliatifolia  
Ware's hairsedge Bulbostylis warei  
Carolina fanwort Cabomba caroliniana  
American beautyberry Callicarpa americana  
Grassleaf roseling Callisia graminea  
Florida scrub roseling Callisia ornata  
Trumpet creeper Campsis radicans  
Vanillaleaf Carphephorus odoratissimus  
Scrub hickory Carya floridana  
Pignut hickory Carya glabra  
Madagascar periwinkle * Catharanthus roseus  
Sugarberry; Hackberry Celtis laevigata  
Coast sandbur Cenchrus spinifex  
Spurred butterfly pea Centrosema virginianum  
Common buttonbush Cephalanthus occidentalis  
Coontail Ceratophyllum demersum  
Sensitive pea Chamaecrista nictitans var. aspera  
Hyssopleaf sandmat Chamaesyce hyssopifolia  
Alicia Chapmannia floridana  
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Mexican tea* Chenopodium ambrosioides  
White fringetree; Old-man's beard Chionanthus virginica  
Spotted water hemlock Cicuta maculata  
Camphortree * Cinnamomum camphora  
Sour orange * Citrus aurantium  
Jamaica swamp sawgrass Cladium jamaicense  
Netleaf leather-flower Clematis reticulata  
Sweetscented pigeonwings Clitoria fragrans 13 
Atlantic pigeonwings Clitoria mariana 
Tread-softly; Finger-rot Cnidoscolus stimulosus  
Wild taro; Dasheen; Coco yam * Colocasia esculenta  
Dayflower Commelina diffusa  
Whitemouth dayflower Commelina erecta  
Canadian horseweed Conyza canadensis var. pusilla  
Flowering dogwood Cornus florida  
Yellowleaf hawthorn Crataegus flava  
Seven-sisters; String-lily Crinum americanum  
Silver croton; Healing croton Croton argyranthemus  
Vente conmigo Croton glandulosus var. floridanus  
Pineland croton; Grannybush Croton linearis  
Grassleaf roseling Cuthbertia graminea  
Florida scrub roseling Cuthbertia ornata  
Fragrant flatsedge Cyperus odoratus  
Pinebarren flatsedge Cyperus retrorsus  
Fourangle flatsedge Cyperus tetragonus  
Feay's prairieclover Dalea feayi  
Florida ticktrefoil Desmodium floridanum  
Dixie ticktrefoil* Desmodium tortuosum  
Velvetleaf ticktrefoil Desmodium viridiflorum  
Witchgrass Dichanthelium sp.  
Carolina ponysfoot Dichondra caroliniensis  
Crabgrass Digitaria sp.  
Poor joe; Rough buttonweed Diodia teres  
Air-potato * Dioscorea bulbifera  
Common persimmon Diospyros virginiana  
Baldwin's spikerush; Roadgrass Eleocharis baldwinii  
Tall elephantsfoot Elephantopus elatus  
Green-fly orchid Epidendrum conopseum  
American burnweed; Fireweed Erechtites hieracifolia  
Centipedegrass * Eremochloa ophiuroides  
Prairie fleabane Erigeron strigosus  
Longleaf wild buckwheat Eriogonum longifolium  
Dogtongue wild buckwheat Eriogonum tomentosum var. gnaphalifolium  
Coralbean; Cherokee bean Erythrina herbacea  
Dogfennel Eupatorium capillifolium  
Yankeeweed Eupatorium compositifolium  
Pinewoods fingergrass Eustachys petraea  
Cottonweed; Plains snakecotton Froelichia floridana  
Elliott's milkpea Galactia elliottii  
Soft milkpea Galactia mollis  
Eastern milkpea Galactia regularis  
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Downy milkpea Galactia volubilis  
Coastal bedstraw Galium hispidulum  
Dwarf huckleberry Gaylussacia dumosa  
Yellow jessamine Gelsemium sempervirens  
Sweet everlasting; Rabbit tobacco Gnaphalium obtusifolium  
Angularfruit milkvine Gonolobus suberosus  
Loblolly bay Gordonia lasianthus  
Rough hedgehyssop Gratiola hispida  
White gingerlily* Hedychium coronarium  
Florida scrub frostweed Helianthemum nashii  
Camphorweed Heterotheca subaxillaris  
Waterthyme* Hydrilla verticillata  
Manyflower marshpennywort Hydrocotyle umbellata  
Pineweeds; Orangegrass Hypericum gentianoides  
St. Andrew's-cross Hypericum hypericoides  
Dahoon holly Ilex cassine  
Inkberry; Gallberry Ilex glabra  
Carolina indigo Indigofera caroliniana  
Hairy indigo * Indigofera hirsuta  
Trailing indigo* Indigofera spicata  
Tievine Ipomoea cordatotriloba  
Juba's bush Iresine diffusa  
Shore rush; Grassleaf rush Juncus marginatus  
Needlepod rush Juncus scirpoides  
Red cedar Juniperus virginiana  
Waterwillow Justicia sp.  
Virginia saltmarsh mallow Kosteletzkya virginica  
Virginia dwarfdandelion Krigia virginica  
Carolina redroot Lachnanthes caroliniana  
Whitehead bogbutton Lachnocaulon anceps  
Grassleaf lettuce Lactuca graminifolia  
Crapemyrtle * Lagerstroemia indica  
Lantana; Shrubverbena* Lantana camara  
Dickert's pinweed Lechea deckertii  
Duckweed Lemna sp.  
Hairy lespedeza Lespedeza hirta  
Grassleaf gayfeather Liatris graminifolia  
Shortleaf gayfeather Liatris tenuifolia  
Gopher apple Licania michauxii  
Glossy privet * Ligustrum lucidum  
American spongeplant; Frog's-bit Limnobium spongia  
Canada toadflax Linaria canadensis  
Sweetgum Liquidambar styraciflua  
Coral honeysuckle Lonicera sempervirens  
Seaside primrosewillow Ludwigia maritima  
Mexican primrosewillow Ludwigia octovalvis  
Peruvian primrosewillow* Ludwigia peruviana  
Skyblue lupine Lupinus diffusus  
Coastalplain staggerbush Lyonia fruticosa  
Fetterbush Lyonia lucida  
Southern magnolia Magnolia grandiflora  



Lake Griffin State Park 

Plants  
 Primary Habitat Codes 
Common Name Scientific Name (for designated species) 

 

*  Non-native Species A  5  -  4 

Sweetbay Magnolia virginiana  
Chinaberry tree* Melia azedarach  
Noyau vine* Merremia dissecta  
Climbing hempvine Mikania scandens  
Florida sensitive brier Mimosa quadrivalvis var. floridana  
Partridgeberry; Twinberry Mitchella repens  
Spotted beebalm Monarda punctata  
Red mulberry Morus rubra  
Southern bayberry; Wax myrtle Myrica cerifera  
Spatterdock; Yellow pondlily Nuphar lutea ssp. advena  
American white waterlily Nymphaea odorata  
Woodsgrass; Basketgrass Oplismenus hirtellus  
Pricklypear Opuntia humifusa  
Wild olive Osmanthus americanus  
Cinnamon fern Osmunda cinnamomea  
Royal fern Osmunda regalis  
Feay's palafox Palafoxia feayi  
Maidencane Panicum hemitomon  
Torpedograss* Panicum repens  
Switchgrass Panicum virgatum  
Virginia creeper; Woodbine Parthenocissus quinquefolia  
Bahiagrass* Paspalum notatum  
Thin paspalum Paspalum setaceum  
Purple passionflower Passiflora incarnata  
Green arrow arum Peltandra virginica  
Red bay Persea borbonia var. borbonia  
Swamp bay Persea palustris  
Thicket bean Phaseolus polystachios  
Annual phlox* Phlox drummondii  
Common reed Phragmites australis  
Turkey tangle fogfruit; Capeweed Phyla nodiflora  
Mascarene island leafflower* Phyllanthus tenellus  
Chamber bitter* Phyllanthus urinaria  
American pokeweed Phytolacca americana  
Sand pine Pinus clausa  
Slash pine Pinus elliottii  
Longleaf pine Pinus palustris  
Pond pine Pinus serotina  
Loblolly pine Pinus taeda  
Water-lettuce* Pistia stratiotes  
Narrowleaf silkgrass Pityopsis graminifolia  
Resurrection fern Pleopeltis polypodioides var. michauxiana  
Paintedleaf; Fire-on-the-mountain Poinsettia cyathophora  
Fiddler's spurge; Mexican fireplant Poinsettia heterophylla  
Slenderleaf clammyweed Polanisia tenuifolia  
Yellow milkwort Polygala rugelii  
Tall jointweed Polygonella gracilis  
Mild waterpepper Polygonum hydropiperoides  
Rustweed; Juniperleaf Polypremum procumbens  
Pickerelweed Pontederia cordata  
Little hogweed Portulaca oleracea  
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Chickasaw plum Prunus angustifolia  
Carolina laurelcherry Prunus caroliniana  
Black cherry Prunus serotina var. serotina 
Sweeteverlasting;rabbits tobacco Pseudognaphalium obtusifolium  
Bracken fern Pteridium aquilinum  
Blackroot Pterocaulon pycnostachyum  
Chapman's oak Quercus chapmanii 
Sand live oak Quercus geminata  
Bluejack oak Quercus incana  
Turkey oak Quercus laevis  
Laurel oak Quercus laurifolia  
Dwarf live oak Quercus minima  
Myrtle oak Quercus myrtifolia  
Water oak Quercus nigra  
Running oak Quercus pumila  
Live oak Quercus virginiana  
Pale meadowbeauty Rhexia mariana  
Maid marian Rhexia nashii  
Winged sumac Rhus copallinum  
Rose natalgrass* Rhynchelytrum repens  
Dollarleaf Rhynchosia reniformis  
Baldwin's beaksedge Rhynchospora baldwinii  
Sandyfield beaksedge Rhynchospora megalocarpa  
Mexican clover* Richardia sp.  
Rougeplant Rivina humilis  
Sawtooth blackberry Rubus argutus  
Carolina wild petunia Ruellia caroliniensis  
Cabbage palm Sabal palmetto  
Grassy arrowhead Sagittaria graminea  
Bulltongue arrowhead Sagittaria lancifolia  
Broadleaf arrowhead; Duck potato Sagittaria latifolia  
Carolina willow Salix caroliniana  
Lyreleaf sage Salvia lyrata  
Water spangles Salvinia minima  
American elder; Elderberry Sambucus canadensis  
Popcorntree; Chinese tallowtree * Sapium sebiferum  
Lizard's tail Saururus cernuus  
Softstem bulrush Scirpus tabernaemontani  
Tall nutgrass; Whip nutrush Scleria triglomerata  
Skullcap Scutellaria sp.  
Saw palmetto Serenoa repens  
Cuban jute; Indian hemp Sida rhombifolia  
Tough bully Sideroxylon tenax  
Earleaf greenbrier Smilax auriculata  
Saw greenbrier Smilax bona-nox  
Cat greenbrier; Wild sarsaparilla Smilax glauca  
Laurel greenbrier Smilax laurifolia  
Sarsaparilla vine Smilax pumila  
Bristly greenbrier Smilax tamnoides  
Pinebarren goldenrod Solidago fistulosa  
Duckweed Spirodela sp.  
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Pineywoods dropseed Sporobolus junceus  
Common dandelion* Taraxacum officinale  
Pond-cypress Taxodium ascendens  
Bald-cypress Taxodium distichum  
Ballmoss Tillandsia recurvata  
Spanish moss Tillandsia usneoides  
Eastern poison ivy Toxicodendron radicans  
Broadleaf cattail Typha latifolia  
Caesarweed* Urena lobata  
Leafy bladderwort Utricularia foliosa  
Sparkleberry; Farkleberry Vaccinium arboreum  
Darrow's blueberry Vaccinium darrowii  
Shiny blueberry Vaccinium myrsinites  
Deerberry Vaccinium stamineum  
Tall ironweed Vernonia angustifolia  
Giant ironweed Vernonia gigantea  
Ironweed Vernonia sp.  
Summer grape Vitis aestivalis  
Muscadine Vitis rotundifolia  
Southern rockbell* Wahlenbergia marginata  
Clasping warea Warea amplexifolia 13 
Carolina yelloweyed grass Xyris caroliniana  
Tall yelloweyed grass Xyris platylepis  
Oriental false hawksbeard* Youngia japonica  
Spanish bayonet; Aloe yucca* Yucca aloifolia  
Adam's needle Yucca filamentosa  
Florida arrowroot; Coontie Zamia pumila  
Hercules'-club Zanthoxylum clava-herculis 
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INVERTEBRATES 
 

Gulf Fritillary Agraulis vanilla nigrior 
Longhorned beetle Anelaphus pumilis 
Sweat bee Augochlora sp. 
Bumble bee Bombus sp. 
Blood-necked longhorn beetle Callimoxys sanguinicollis 
Carpenter Ant Camponotus socius 
Soldier Beetle Chauliognathus pennsylvanicus 
Monarch/milkweed butterfly Danaus plexippus 
Pyramid Ant Dorymyrex bossutus 
Rosy Maple moth Dryocampa rubicunda 
Fly Exoprosopa fascipennis 
Ant Formica archboldi 
Ant Formica pallidefulva 
Zebra longwing Heliconius charitonius tuckeri 
Common buckeye Junonia coenia 
Leaf-cutting bee Megachile sp. 
Wasp Myzinum sp. 
Trap-jaw ant Odontomachus brunneus 
Giant Swallowtail Papilio cresphontes 
Eastern Tiger swallowtail Papilio glaucus australis 
Spice-bush swallowtail Papilio troilus ilioneus 
Spider Wasp Paracyphononyx sp. 
Ant sp. Pheidole metallescens 
Wasp-like ant Pseudomyrmex ejectus 
Fungus-growing ant Trachymyrmex septentrionalis 
Long-tailed skipper Urbanus proteus   
 

FISH 
Gizzard shad  Dorosoma cepedianum  
Okefenokee pygmy sunfish  Elassoma okefenokee  
Bluespotted sunfish  Enneacanthus gloriosus  
Swamp darter  Etheostoma fusiforme  
Golden topminnow  Fundulus chrysotus  
Least killifish  Heterandria formosa  
Bluegill  Lepomis macrochirus  
Redear sunfish  Lepomis microlophus  
Largemouth bass  Micropterus salmoides  
Golden shiner  Notemigonus crysoleucas  
Blue tilapia   Oreochromis aureus                                            
Sailfin molly   Poecilia latipinna  
 

AMPHIBIANS 
Florida cricket frog Acris gryllus dorsalis  
Greenhouse Frog* Eleutherodactylus planirostris 
Green treefrog Hyla cinerea  
Squirrel treefrog Hyla squirella  
Southern spring peeper Pseudacris crucifer  
Bullfrog Rana catesbeiana  
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REPTILES 

Florida cottonmouth Agkistrodon piscivorus conanti 
American alligator Alligator mississippiensis 24, 25, 48  
Green anole Anolis carolinensis carolinensis 
Florida softshell Apalone ferox 
Six-lined Racer Aspidoscelis sexlineatus sexlineatus 
Florida scarlet snake Cemophora coccinea coccinea 
Florida snapping turtle Chelydra serpentina 
Six-lined racerunner Cnemidophorus sexlineatus sexlineatus 
Southern black racer Coluber constrictor priapus 
Eastern diamondback rattlesnake Crotalus adamanteus 
Southern ringneck snake Diadophis punctatus punctatus 
Corn snake Elaphe guttata guttata  
Yellow rat snake Elaphe obsoleta quadrivittata 
Southeastern five-lined skink Eumeces inexpectatus  
Broad-headed skink Eumeces laticeps 
Eastern mud snake Farancia abacura abacura 
Gopher tortoise Gopherus polyphemus 8, 13 
Mediterranean gecko* Hemidactylus turcicus turcicus 
Florida mud turtle Kinosternon steindachneri  
Eastern coachwhip Masticophis flagellum flagellum 
Eastern coral snake Micrurus fulvius fulvius 
Brown water snake Nerodia taxispilota  
Rough green snake Opheodrys aestivus 
Eastern glass lizard Ophisaurus ventralis  
Florida sand skink Plestiodon reynoldsi 13  
Florida cooter Pseudemys floridana floridana 
Florida worm lizard Rhineura floridana   
Ground skink Scincella lateralis  
Florida box turtle Terrapene carolina bauri   
Eastern ribbon snake Thamnophis sauritus  
Eastern garter snake Thamnophis sirtalis sirtalis  
 

BIRDS 
Cooper's Hawk Accipiter cooperii  
Red-winged Blackbird Agelaius phoeniceus 
Wood Duck Aix sponsa 
Mallard Anas platyrhynchos 
Anhinga Anhinga anhinga 
American Pipit Anthus rubescens 
Limpkin Aramus guarauna 
Great Egret Ardea alba 
Great Blue Heron Ardea herodias 
Burrowing Owl Athene cunicularia floridana 
Cattle Egret* Bubulcus ibis 
Red-tailed Hawk Buteo jamaicensis 
Red-shouldered Hawk Buteo lineatus 
Green Heron Butorides virescens 
Chuck-will's-widow Caprimulgus carolinensis  
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Whip-poor-will Caprimulgus vociferus 
Northern Cardinal Cardinalis cardinalis 
Turkey Vulture Cathartes aura 
Killdeer Charadrius vociferus 
Common Nighthawk Chordeiles minor 
Northern Harrier Circus cyaneus 
Yellow-billed Cuckoo  Coccyzus americanus 
Northern Flicker Colaptes auratus 
Northern Bobwhite Colinus virginianus  
Common Ground-Dove Columbina passerina 
Black Vulture  Coragyps atratus 
American Crow Corvus brachyrhynchos  
Fish Crow Corvus ossifragus 
Blue Jay Cyanocitta cristata 
Yellow-rumped Warbler Dendroica coronata  
Pine Warbler Dendroica pinus 
Pileated Woodpecker Dryocopus pileatus 
Gray Catbird Dumetella carolinensis 
Little Blue Heron Egretta caerulea 48 
Snowy Egret Egretta thula 48 
Tricolored Heron Egretta tricolor 48 
Swallow-tailed Kite Elanoides forficatus 
White Ibis Eudocimus albus  
American Kestrel Falco sparverius 
American Coot Fulica americana 
Common Moorhen Gallinula chloropus 
Sandhill Crane Grus canadensis 
Bald Eagle Haliaeetus leucocephalus 
Least Bittern Ixobrychus exilis 
Loggerhead Shrike Lanius ludovicianus 
Belted Kingfisher Megaceryle alcyon 
Eastern Screech Owl Megascops asio 
Red-bellied Woodpecker Melanerpes carolinus 
Red-headed Woodpecker Melanerpes erythrocephalus 
Northern Mockingbird Mimus polyglottos 
Black-and-white Warbler Mniotilta varia 
Great Crested Flycatcher Myiarchus crinitus 
Black-crowned Night-Heron Nycticorax nycticorax  
Eastern Screech-Owl Otus asio 
Osprey Pandion haliaetus 
Northern Parula Parula americana  
Tufted Titmouse Parus bicolor 
Carolina Chickadee Parus carolinensis 
House Sparrow * Passer domesticus 
American White Pelican Pelecanus erythrorhynchos  
Double-crested Cormorant Phalacrocorax auritus 
Downy Woodpecker Picoides pubescens  
Hairy Woodpecker Picoides villosus 
Eastern Towhee Pipilo erythrophthalmus 
Scarlet Tanager Piranga olivacea 
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Summer Tanager Piranga rubra 
Glossy Ibis Plegadis falcinellus 
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher Polioptila caerulea   
Purple Gallinule Porphyrula martinica 
Purple Martin Progne subis 
Boat-tailed Grackle Quiscalus major 
Common Grackle Quiscalus quiscula 
Ruby-crowned Kinglet Regulus calendula 
Black Skimmer Rynchops niger 48 
Eastern Phoebe Sayornis phoebe   
Least Tern Sterna antillarum 48 
Barred Owl Strix varia 
Eastern Meadowlark Sturnella magna 
European Starling * Sturnus vulgaris  
Tree Swallow Tachycineta bicolor 
Carolina Wren Thryothorus ludovicianus 
Brown Thrasher  Toxostoma rufum 
American Robin Turdus migratorius 
Yellow-throated Vireo Vireo flavifrons 
White-eyed Vireo Vireo griseus 
Red-eyed Vireo Vireo olivaceus   
Mourning Dove Zenaida macroura 
 

MAMMALS 
Coyote * Canis latrans 
Nine-banded armadillo * Dasypus novemcinctus 
Virginia opossum Didelphis virginiana 
Feral cat * Felis catus 
Bobcat  Felis rufus 
Southeastern pocket gopher Geomys pinetis 
River otter Lutra canadensis 
White-tailed deer Odocoileus virginianus 
Cotton mouse Peromyscus gossypinus 
Raccoon Procyon lotor  
Eastern mole Scalopus aquaticus 
Gray squirrel Sciurus carolinensis 
Sherman’s fox squirrel  Sciurus niger shermani 
Eastern cottontail Sylvilagus floridanus  
Marsh rabbit Sylvilagus palustris 
Gray fox Urocyon cinereoargenteus  
Florida black bear Ursus americanus 8, 13, 23, 25 
  
Red fox * Vulpes vulpes
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Terrestrial 
1. Beach Dune 
2. Bluff 
3. Coastal Berm 
4. Coastal Rock Barren 
5. Coastal Strand 
6. Dry Prairie 
7. Maritime Hammock 
8. Mesic Flatwoods 
9. Coastal Grasslands 
10. Pine Rockland 
11. Prairie Hammock 
12. Rockland Hammock 
13. Sandhill 
14. Scrub 
15. Scrubby Flatwoods 
16. Shell Mound 
17. Sinkhole 
18. Slope Forest 
19. Upland Glade 
20. Upland Hardwood Forest 
21. Upland Mixed Forest 
22. Upland Pine Forest 
23. Xeric Hammock 
 
Palustrine 
24. Basin Marsh 
25. Basin Swamp 
26. Baygall 
27. Bog 
28. Bottomland Forest 
29. Depression Marsh 
30. Dome 
31. Floodplain Forest 
32. Floodplain Marsh 
33. Floodplain Swamp 
34. Freshwater Tidal Swamp 
35. Hydric Hammock 
36. Marl Prairie 
37. Seepage Slope 
38. Slough 
39. Strand Swamp 
40. Swale 
41. Wet Flatwoods 
42. Wet Prairie 
 
Lacustrine 
43. Clastic Upland Lake 
44. Coastal Dune Lake 
45. Coastal Rockland Lake 

Lacustrine 
46. Flatwood/Prairie Lake 
47. Marsh Lake 
48. River Floodplain Lake 
49. Sandhill Upland Lake 
50. Sinkhole Lake 
51. Swamp Lake 
 
Riverine 
52. Alluvial Stream 
53. Blackwater Stream 
54. Seepage Stream 
55. Spring-Run Stream 
 
Estuarine 
56. Estuarine Composite Substrate 
57. Estuarine Consolidated Substrate 
58. Estuarine Coral Reef 
59. Estuarine Grass Bed 
60. Estuarine Mollusk Reef 
61. Estuarine Octocoral Bed 
62. Estuarine Sponge Bed 
63. Estuarine Tidal Marsh 
64. Estuarine Tidal Swamp 
65. Estuarine Unconsolidated 
Substrate 
66. Estuarine Worm Reef 
 
Marine 
67. Marine Algal Bed 
68. Marine Composite Substrate 
69. Marine Consolidated Substrate 
70. Marine Coral Reef 
71. Marine Grass Bed 
72. Marine Mollusk Reef 
73. Marine Octocoral Bed 
74. Marine Sponge Bed 
75. Marine Tidal Marsh 
76. Marine Tidal Swamp 
77. Marine Unconsolidated Substrate 
78. Marine Worm Reef 
 
Subterranean 
79. Aquatic Cave 
80. Terrestral Cave 
 
Miscellaneous 
81. Ruderal 
82. Developed 
 
MTC   Many Types  
           Of Communities 
 
OF    Overflying 
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The Nature Conservancy and the Natural Heritage Program Network (of which FNAI 
is a part) define an element as any exemplary or rare component of the natural 
environment, such as a species, natural community, bird rookery, spring, 
sinkhole, cave or other ecological feature. An element occurrence (EO) is a single 
extant habitat that sustains or otherwise contributes to the survival of a population 
or a distinct, self-sustaining example of a particular element. 
 
Using a ranking system developed by The Nature Conservancy and the Natural 
Heritage Program Network, the Florida Natural Areas Inventory assigns two ranks 
to each element. The global rank is based on an element's worldwide status; the 
state rank is based on the status of the element in Florida. Element ranks are 
based on many factors, the most important ones being estimated number of 
Element occurrences, estimated abundance (number of individuals for species; 
area for natural communities), range, estimated adequately protected EOs, relative 
threat of destruction, and ecological fragility. 
 
Federal and State status information is from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service; and 
the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (animals), and the Florida 
Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services (plants), respectively. 
 

FNAI GLOBAL RANK DEFINITIONS 

 
G1 ............  Critically imperiled globally because of extreme rarity (5 or fewer 

occurrences or less than 1000 individuals) or because of extreme 
vulnerability to extinction due to some natural or fabricated factor. 

G2 ............  Imperiled globally because of rarity (6 to 20 occurrences or less than 
3000 individuals) or because of vulnerability to extinction due to some 
natural or man-made factor.  

G3 ............  Either very rare or local throughout its range (21-100 occurrences or 
less than 10,000 individuals) or found locally in a restricted range or 
vulnerable to extinction of other factors. 

G4 ............  apparently secure globally (may be rare in parts of range) 
G5 ............  demonstrably secure globally 
GH ............  of historical occurrence throughout its range may be rediscovered 

(e.g., ivory-billed woodpecker) 
GX ............  believed to be extinct throughout range 
GXC ..........  extirpated from the wild but still known from captivity or cultivation 
G#? ..........  Tentative rank (e.g.,G2?) 
G#G# .......  range of rank; insufficient data to assign specific global rank (e.g., 

G2G3) 
G#T# ........  rank of a taxonomic subgroup such as a subspecies or variety; the G 

portion of the rank refers to the entire species and the T portion refers 
to the specific subgroup; numbers have same definition as above 
(e.g., G3T1) 
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G#Q..........  rank of questionable species - ranked as species but questionable 
whether it is species or subspecies; numbers have same definition as 
above (e.g., G2Q) 

G#T#Q ......  same as above, but validity as subspecies or variety is questioned. 
GU ............  due to lack of information, no rank or range can be assigned (e.g., 

GUT2). 
G? ............  Not yet ranked (temporary) 
S1 ............  Critically imperiled in Florida because of extreme rarity (5 or fewer 

occurrences or less than 1000 individuals) or because of extreme 
vulnerability to extinction due to some natural or man-made factor. 

S2 ............  Imperiled in Florida because of rarity (6 to 20 occurrences or less 
than 3000 individuals) or because of vulnerability to extinction due to 
some natural or man-made factor.  

S3 ............  Either very rare or local throughout its range (21-100 occurrences or 
less than 10,000 individuals) or found locally in a restricted range or 
vulnerable to extinction of other factors. 

S4 ............  apparently secure in Florida (may be rare in parts of range) 
S5 ............  demonstrably secure in Florida 
SH ............  of historical occurrence throughout its range, may be rediscovered 

(e.g., ivory-billed woodpecker) 
SX ............  believed to be extinct throughout range 
SA ............  accidental in Florida, i.e., not part of the established biota 
SE ............  an exotic species established in Florida may be native elsewhere in 

North America 
SN ............  regularly occurring but widely and unreliably distributed; sites for 

conservation hard to determine 
SU ............  due to lack of information, no rank or range can be assigned (e.g., 

SUT2). 
S? .............  Not yet ranked (temporary) 
N  ............. Not currently listed, nor currently being considered for listing, by 

state or federal agencies. 
 

LEGAL STATUS 
 

FEDERAL 

(Listed by the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service - USFWS) 
 
LE .............  Listed as Endangered Species in the List of Endangered and 

Threatened Wildlife and Plants under the provisions of the Endangered 
Species Act. Defined as any species that is in danger of extinction 
throughout all or a significant portion of its range. 

PE .............  Proposed for addition to the List of Endangered and Threatened 
Wildlife and Plants as Endangered Species. 

LT .............  Listed as Threatened Species. Defined as any species that is likely to 
become an endangered species within the near future throughout all 
or a significant portion of its range. 
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PT .............  Proposed for listing as Threatened Species. 
C   ............  Candidate Species for addition to the list of Endangered and 

Threatened Wildlife and Plants. Defined as those species for which the 
USFWS currently has on file sufficient information on biological 
vulnerability and threats to support proposing to list the species as 
endangered or threatened. 

E(S/A) .......  Endangered due to similarity of appearance. 
T(S/A) .......  Threatened due to similarity of appearance. 
EXPE, XE .... Experimental essential population. A species listed as experimental 
and essential. 
EXPN, XN ... Experimental non-essential population. A species listed as 
experimental and non-essential. Experimental, nonessential populations of 
endangered species are treated as threatened species on public land, for 
consultation purposes. 
 

STATE 

 
ANIMALS  .  (Listed by the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation 

Commission - FWC) 
 
FE .............  Federally-designated Endangered 
 
FT .............  Federally-designated Threatened  
 
FXN ........... Federally-designated Threatened Nonessential Experimental 
Population 
 
FT(S/A) ......  Federally-designated Threatened species due to similarity of 

appearance  
 
ST ............  Listed as Threatened Species by the FWC. Defined as a species, 

subspecies, or isolated population, which is acutely vulnerable to 
environmental alteration, declining in number at a rapid rate, or 
whose range or habitat, is decreasing in area at a rapid rate and 
therefore is destined or very likely to become an endangered species 
within the near future. 

SSC...........  Listed as Species of Special Concern by the FWC. Defined as a 
population which warrants special protection, recognition or 
consideration because it has an inherent significant vulnerability to 
habitat modification, environmental alteration, human disturbance or 
substantial human exploitation that, in the near future, may result in 
its becoming a threatened species. 
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PLANTS ....  (Listed by the Florida Department of Agriculture and 
Consumer Services - FDACS) 

 
LE .............  Listed as Endangered Plants in the Preservation of Native Flora of 

Florida Act. Defined as species of plants native to the state that are in 
imminent danger of extinction within the state, the survival of which is 
unlikely if the causes of a decline in the number of plants continue, 
and includes all species determined to be endangered or threatened 
pursuant to the Federal Endangered Species Act of 1973,as amended. 

LT ............. Listed as Threatened Plants in the Preservation of Native Flora of 
Florida Act. Defined as species native to the state that are in rapid 
decline in the number of plants within the state, but which have not 
so decreased in such number as to cause them to be endangered. 
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These procedures apply to state agencies, local governments, and non-
profits that manage state-owned properties. 
 
A. General Discussion  
 
Historic resources are both archaeological sites and historic structures.  Per Chapter 
267, Florida Statutes, ‘Historic property’ or ‘historic resource’ means any prehistoric 
district, site, building, object, or other real or personal property of historical, 
architectural, or archaeological value, and folklife resources.   These properties or 
resources may include, but are not limited to, monuments, memorials, Indian 
habitations, ceremonial sites, abandoned settlements, sunken or abandoned ships, 
engineering works, treasure trove, artifacts, or other objects with intrinsic historical 
or archaeological value, or any part thereof, relating to the history, government, 
and culture of the state.” 
 
B. Agency Responsibilities 
 
Per State Policy relative to historic properties, state agencies of the executive 
branch must allow the Division of Historical Resources (Division) the opportunity to 
comment on any undertakings, whether these undertakings directly involve the 
state agency, i.e., land management responsibilities, or the state agency has 
indirect jurisdiction, i.e. permitting authority, grants, etc.  No state funds should be 
expended on the undertaking until the Division has the opportunity to review and 
comment on the project, permit, grant, etc. 
 
State agencies shall preserve the historic resources which are owned or controlled 
by the agency. 
 
Regarding proposed demolition or substantial alterations of historic properties, 
consultation with the Division must occur, and alternatives to demolition must be 
considered. 
 
State agencies must consult with Division to establish a program to location, 
inventory and evaluate all historic properties under ownership or controlled by the 
agency. 
 
C. Statutory Authority 
 
Statutory Authority and more in depth information can be found at: 
http://www.flheritage.com/preservation/compliance/guidelines.cfm 
 
D. Management Implementation 
 
Even though the Division sits on the Acquisition and Restoration Council and 
approves land management plans, these plans are conceptual.  Specific information 
regarding individual projects must be submitted to the Division for review and 
recommendations. 

http://www.flheritage.com/preservation/compliance/guidelines.cfm
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Managers of state lands must coordinate any land clearing or ground disturbing 
activities with the Division to allow for review and comment on the proposed 
project.  Recommendations may include, but are not limited to:  approval of the 
project as submitted, cultural resource assessment survey by a qualified 
professional archaeologist, modifications to the proposed project to avoid or 
mitigate potential adverse effects. 
 
Projects such as additions, exterior alteration, or related new construction regarding 
historic structures must also be submitted to the Division of Historical Resources for 
review and comment by the Division’s architects.  Projects involving structures fifty 
years of age or older, must be submitted to this agency for a significance 
determination.  In rare cases, structures under fifty years of age may be deemed 
historically significant.  These must be evaluated on a case by case basis. 
 
Adverse impacts to significant sites, either archaeological sites or historic buildings, 
must be avoided.  Furthermore, managers of state property should make 
preparations for locating and evaluating historic resources, both archaeological sites 
and historic structures. 
 
E. Minimum Review Documentation Requirements 
 
In order to have a proposed project reviewed by the Division, certain information 
must be submitted for comments and recommendations. The minimum review 
documentation requirements can be found at: 
http://www.flheritage.com/preservation/compliance/docs/minimum_review_docum
entation_requirements.pdf. 
 

*     *     * 
 
Questions relating to the treatment of archaeological and historic resources on state 
lands should be directed to: 
 
Deena S. Woodward 
Division of Historical Resources 
Bureau of Historic Preservation 
Compliance and Review Section 
R. A. Gray Building 
500 South Bronough Street 
Tallahassee, FL  32399-0250 
 
Phone: (850) 245-6425 
 
Toll Free: (800) 847-7278 
Fax:  (850) 245-6435 

http://www.flheritage.com/preservation/compliance/docs/minimum_review_documentation_requirements.pdf
http://www.flheritage.com/preservation/compliance/docs/minimum_review_documentation_requirements.pdf
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The criteria to be used for evaluating eligibility for listing in the National Register of 
Historic Places are as follows: 
 
1) Districts, sites, buildings, structures, and objects may be considered to have 

significance in American history, architecture, archaeology, engineering, 
and/or culture if they possess integrity of location, design, setting, materials, 
workmanship, feeling, and association, and: 

  
a) are associated with events that have made a significant contribution to 

the broad patterns of our history; and/or 
b) are associated with the lives of persons significant in our past; and/or 
c) embody the distinctive characteristics of type, period, or method of 

construction, or that represent the work of a master, or that possess 
high artistic values, or that represent a significant and distinguishable 
entity whose components may lack individual distinction; and/or 

d) have yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important in 
prehistory or history. 

 
2) Ordinarily cemeteries, birthplaces, or graves of historical figures; properties 

owned by religious institutions or used for religious purposes; structures that 
have been moved from their original locations; reconstructed historic 
buildings; properties primarily commemorative in nature; and properties that 
have achieved significance within the past 50 years shall not be considered 
eligible for the National Register. However, such properties will qualify if they 
are integral parts of districts that do meet the criteria or if they fall within the 
following categories: 

 
a) a religious property deriving its primary significance from architectural 

or artistic distinction or historical importance; or 
b) a building or structure removed from its original location but which is 

significant primarily for architectural value, or which is the surviving 
structure most importantly associated with a historic person or event; 
or 

c) a birthplace or grave of an historical figure of outstanding importance 
if there is no appropriate site or building directly associated with his 
productive life; or 

d) a cemetery which derives its primary significance from graves of 
persons of transcendent importance, from age, distinctive design 
features, or association with historic events; or
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e) a reconstructed building, when it is accurately executed in a suitable 
environment and presented in a dignified manner as part of a 
restoration master plan, and no other building or structure with the 
same association has survived; or a property primarily 
commemorative in intent, if design, age, tradition, or symbolic value 
has invested it with its own exceptional significance; or 

f) a property achieving significance within the past 50 years, if it is of 
exceptional importance. 
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Restoration is defined as the act or process of accurately depicting the form, 
features, and character of a property as it appeared at a particular period of time 
by means of the removal of features from other periods in its history and 
reconstruction of missing features from the restoration period. The limited and 
sensitive upgrading of mechanical, electrical and plumbing systems and other code-
required work to make properties functional is appropriate within a restoration 
project. 
 
Rehabilitation is defined as the act or process of making possible a compatible 
use for a property through repair, alterations and additions while preserving those 
portions or features that convey its historical, cultural or architectural values. 
 
Stabilization is defined as the act or process of applying measures designed to 
reestablish a weather resistant enclosure and the structural stability of an unsafe or 
deteriorated property while maintaining the essential form as it exists at present. 
 
Preservation is defined as the act or process of applying measures necessary to 
sustain the existing form, integrity and materials of an historic property. Work, 
including preliminary measures to protect and stabilize the property, generally 
focuses upon the ongoing maintenance and repair of historic materials and features 
rather than extensive replacement and new construction. New exterior additions 
are not within the scope of this treatment; however, the limited and sensitive 
upgrading of mechanical, electrical and plumbing systems and other code-required 
work to make properties functional is appropriate within a preservation project. 
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