
   
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

     
   

     
   

   
       
 

  
   

    
   

   
  

 
   

    
    

  
 

    
   

 
     

 
   

 
   

 
  

    
 

   
     

   
    

    
   

     
   

 
   

 
  

      
  

  

Florida Department of Environmental Protection
CITIZEN SUPPORT ORGANIZATION 

2021 LEGISLATIVE REPORT 
(pursuant to Section 20.058 Florida Statutes) 

Citizen Support Organization (CSO) Name: Friends of Oscar Scherer Park 
Mailing Address: 1843 S. Tamiami Trail Trail, Inc. 

Osprey, FL 34229 
Telephone Number: (941) 483-5956 
Website Address (required if applicable): https://www.https://www.friendsofoscarscherer.com/ 

X Check to confirm your Code of Ethics is posted conspicuously on your website. 

Statutory Authority: 
Section 20.2551, F.S., Citizen support organizations; use of property; audit; public records; partnerships. In summary, 
the statute specifies the organizational requirements, operational parameters, duties of a CSO to support the 
Department of Environmental Protection (Department), or individual units of the Department, use of Department 
property, audit requirements, public records requirements, and authorizes public-private partnerships to enhance 
lands managed by the Department. 

Section 258.015, F.S., Citizen support organizations; use of property; audit. In summary, the statute defines a CSO, 
requires authorization by the Division of Recreation and Parks, and specifies the use of property. This statute authorizes 
the Partnerships in Parks (PIP) program for state parks, the program’s operational parameters, CSO’s operational 
parameters, and donor recognition. 

YOUR MISSION AND LAST CALENDAR YEAR’S PROGRAM ACCOMPLISHMENTS: 
CSO’s Mission: Consistent with your Articles and Bylaws 

• To support the preservation and protection of the cultural resources and natural systems that are part of the 
Park. 

• To promote public awareness of the ecological importance of the Park through interpretive programs, special 
events, and social functions. 

• To provide volunteer projects, services and general assistance to the Park. 

Describe Last Calendar Year’s Results Obtained: Brag! List or discuss the past calendar year’s accomplishments and 
contributions. Cite specific support from last calendar year’s Annual Program Plan. 

In 2020, despite the impact of the Covid-19 Pandemic and closures of the Park, campground, nature center and most 
events, The friends of Oscar Scherer Park still managed to complete several objectives. These accomplishments 
included providing park the funds for rebuilding several of the grills throughout the park, the purchase of a new wood 
splitter, funds for trail maps and the ongoing maintenance of vehicles and carts. Additionally, the Friends purchased a 
new utility cart for the park in February of 2020. We continue to provide ongoing support to the Nature Center, which 
had to be closed or operating reduced days and hours for the majority of the year due to restrictions created by the 
Pandemic. Although many fundraising events were either canceled or limited, we launched the creation of virtual 
access to participants, allowing many events to continue although in a much more limited fashion. 

Describe the CSO’s Plans for the Next Three Calendar Years: 

Continued support of all fundraising programs and events. Continued support of maintenance and equipment and day 
to day operations. Construction of the Lake Osprey Boardwalk. Creation of a virtual Nature Center to allow for remote 
purchasing of products from the Nature Center. Continue to supply firewood to campers. 
CSO’s LAST CALENDAR YEAR STATISTICS: 
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Total Number of CSO General Membership: 176 
Total Number of Board of Directors: 10 
Total Volunteer Hours for the Board of Directors (Hours from VSys. Work with your parks’ volunteer manager): 710 

PARK & CSO RELATIONSHIP: 
Keep the summary simple. Save time. Don’t duplicate by describing accomplishments and contributions in the summary. 
Brag in the above Results Obtained. Describe the relationship here. 
Park Manager’s Comments on the CSO & Park Relationship and Support: 
Provide your perspective on 
• Changing developments of the park provided by the CSO. We continue to move forward with the Lake Osprey 

fishing pier project. After years of fund raising and false starts the project has gone to bid with the funding in 
place. This enhancement will add to the park experience and provide an additional amenity for park users. 

• Effectiveness of the organization in fulfilling their purpose to support the park(s). The Friends of Oscar Scherer State 
Park consistently fulfill their mission and purpose. 

• Effectiveness of the Board of Directors in completing their Annual Program Plan. As reflected by this document and  
despite the obstacles encountered in the last year goals were met. 

• The relationship between the park and CSO What went well? Are there areas of improvement? There has been a 
longstanding effective relationship with the Friends of Oscar Scherer State Park, Inc. and the state park. Their 
continued support is appreciated, enhances the park experience and bodes well moving forward. We would like to 
improve the Nature Center hours and looking for additional participants. 

CSO President’s Comments on the CSO & Park Relationship and Support: 
Provide your perspective on the relationship between the park and CSO. What went well? Are there areas of 
improvement? 

The relationship between the Friends of Oscar Scherer and the Park remains strong. Having the park manager and 
volunteer coordinator attend each Board meeting ensures the CSO remains focused on completing its mission and 
providing the park with the relative support and funding required throughout the year. Communication between the 
park and the Friends is very strong and a key component to our successful relationship with the Park. It's been 
wonderful and very beneficial to have had a park manager and volunteer coordinator both with years even, decades 
of experience in working at Oscar Scherer State Park and in dealing with the Board. The current park manager retired 
in 2021 but we look forward in developing a new relationship with his successor and will do all we can to ensure a 
smooth transition of leadership in relationship with the Board. Elected in January 2021 as President, I am fully 
committed to carry out the Mission of our Board and be a valuable CSO for Oscar Scherer State Park. 

SUMMARIZE FINANCIAL ACTIVITY FOR LAST CALENDAR YEAR, SPECIFIC PARK(S) SUPPORT: 
Program Service Expenses are costs related to providing your organization's programs or services in accordance with 
your mission. For CSO’s provide expenses that directly support the park(s). For established nonprofit organizations, 
program service expenses generally represent most of the overall expense of the organization. For the last calendar year 
provide totals $ for each that apply. 

Building improvement, construction or renovations $0.00 
Cultural resources (e.g., historic structure restoration/ renovation) $0.00 

Natural resources (e.g., native plants, natural lands restoration) $0.00 
Maintenance equipment (e.g., mowers, chippers, blowers, chainsaws) $ 1,743 

Other facilities and landscape maintenance $ 1,249.65 
Vehicles (e.g., trucks/cars, UTVs, golf carts, accessible devices, etc.) $ 10,629.05 
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