




the facility for the safety of the residents and law enforcement will need to take action as needed 

to divert traffic and clear waterways; and 

WHEREAS, other emergency measures may be needed to protect the lives and property 

ofthe people in the threatened communities, and the general welfare of the State of Florida; and 

WHEREAS, immediate emergency actions shall be taken to abate or s"Qbstantfally reduce 

the imminent hazard and stabilize all of the systems dikes, berms, and ditches to prevent a 

containment failure; and 

WHEREAS, as Governor, I am responsible for meeting the dangers presented to this state 

and its people by this emergency. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RON DESANTIS, as Governor of Florida, by virtue of the 

authority vested in me by Article IV, Section l(a) of the Florida Constitution and by the Florida 

Emergency Management Act, as amended, and all other applicable laws, promulgate the following 

Executive Order, to take immediate effect: 

Section 1. Because of the foregoing conditions, I find that the prospect of one or more 

systems failures at the Eastport Terminal Facility threatens the State of Florida with a disaster 

and environmental emergency. I therefore declare that a state of emergency exists in 

Hillsborough, Manatee, and Pinellas Co11Dties due to the proximity of these counties to the 

facility. I further find that in the event a dangerous release is imminent, central authority over 

the evacuation of these counties will be needed to coordinate the evacuation, because the 

evacuation will exceed the capabilities of the local governments in these communities. 

Section 2. I designate the Director of the Division of Emergency Management as the 

State Coordinating Officer for the duration of this emergency. In exercising the powers 

delegated by this Executive Order, the State Coordinating Officer shall confer with the Governor 

to the fullest extent practicable. In accordance with sections 252.36(1)(a) and 252.36(5), Florida 
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Statutes, I delegate to the State Coordinating Officer the following powers, which he shall 

exercise subject to the limitations of section 252.33, Florida Statutes, as needed to meet this 

emergency: 

A. The authority to activate the Comprehensive Emergency Management Plan 

("CEMP"); 

B. The authority to invoke and administer the Statewide Mutual Aid Agreement 

("SMAA"), and the further authority to coordinate the allocation ofresources under that 

Agreement so as best to meet this emergency; 

C. The authority to seek direct assistance from any and all agencies of the United States 

Government as may be needed to meet the emergency; 

D. The authority to distribute any and all supplies stockpiled to meet the emergency; 

E. The authority to suspend existing statutes, rules, ordinances, and orders for the 

duration of this emergency to the extent that literal compliance with such statutes, rules, 

ordinances, and orders may be inconsistent with the timely performance ofdisaster response 

functions; 

F. The authority to suspend the effect of any statute or"rule governing the conduct of 

state business, and the further authority to suspend the effect of any order or rule of any 

governmental entity, to include, without limiting the generality of the foregoing, any and all 

statutes and rules which affect budgeting, printing, purchasing, leasing, procurement, and the 

conditions of employment and the compensation of employees; provided, however, that the State 

Coordinating Officer shall have authority to suspend the effect of any statute, rule or order only 

to the extent necessary to ensure the timely performance ofvital emergency response functions; 

G. The authority to relieve any and all state agencies responsible for processing 

applications or petitions for any order, rule, or other final action subject to the Administrative 
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Procedure Act, as amended, from the deadlines specified in that Act and in other applicable laws 

for the duration of this emergency, if the State Coordinating Officer finds that such deadlines 

cannot be met because of this emergency; 

H. The authority to direct all state, regional, and local governmental agencies, including 

law enforcement agencies, to identify personnel needed from those agencies to assist in meeting 

the needs created by this emergency, and to place all such personnel under the direct command 

of the State Coordinating Officer to meet this emergency; 

I. The authority to seize and utilize any and all real or personal property as needed to 

meet this emergency, subject always to the duty of the State to compensate the owner; 

J. The authority to order evacuation, and the authority to direct the sequence of 

evacuation in which such evacuations shall be carried out, and the further authority to regulate 

the movement of persons and traffic to, from, or within the affected counties to the extent needed 

to cope with this emergency; 

K. The authority to regulate the return of the evacuees to their home communities; 

L. The authority to designate such Deputy State Coordinating Officers as the State . 

Coordinating Officer may deem necessary to cope with the emergency; and 

M. The authority to enter such orders as may be needed to implement any or all of the 

foregoing powers. 

Section 3. I direct each of the counties named in Section 1 of this Executive Order to 

activate its County Emergency Management Plan to ensure an immediate state ofoperational 

readiness, and I further direct the remaining counties in the State ofFlorida, at the discretion of 

the State Coordinating Officer, to prepare to activate all shelters to accommodate the evacuees. 

Section 4. I direct all state, regional, and local agencies to place any and all available 

resources under the direction of the State Coordinating Officer as needed to meet this 
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within 20 days after service of this summons on that defendant, exclusive of the day of service, 

and to file the original of the defenses with the clerk of this court either before service on 

plaintiff's attorney or immediately thereafter.  If a defendant fails to do so, a default will be 

entered against that defendant for the relief demanded in the complaint or petition. 

 DATED ON this ______ day of ________________________, 2021. 
 
 
 
 
       CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT  
      
 
       BY: ________________________ 
              As Deputy Clerk 
 
 
 
 
“If you are a person with a disability who needs any accommodation in order 
to participate in this proceeding, you are entitled, at no cost to you, to the 
provision of certain assistance. Please contact the Manatee County Jury 
Office, P.O. Box 25400, Bradenton, Florida 34206, (941)741-4062, at least 
seven (7) days before your scheduled court appearance, or immediately upon 
receiving this notification if the time before the scheduled appearance is less 
than seven (7) days; if you are hearing or voice impaired, call 711.” 
 




