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INTRODUCTION 
The Palatka–Lake Butler State Trail is located in Putnam, Clay, Bradford and Union Counties 
(see Vicinity Map). Access to the trail is at multiple points. Trailheads will be designated as 
part of this plan. The vicinity map also reflects significant land and water resources existing 
near the park. 
 
For this plan, park acreage has been calculated based on the composition of natural 
communities, in addition to ruderal and developed areas. Currently the trail contains 611.27 
acres.  
 
At Palatka–Lake Butler State Trail, public outdoor recreation and conservation is the 
designated single use of the property. There are no legislative or executive directives that 
constrain the use of this property. The park was acquired on July 16, 2002 with funds from the 
Land Acquisition Trust Fund program (see Addendum 1).  
PURPOSE AND SCOPE OF THE PLAN 
This plan serves as the basic statement of policy and direction for the management of Palatka–
Lake Butler State Trail as a unit of Florida's state park system. It identifies the objectives, 
criteria and standards that guide each aspect of park administration, and sets forth the specific 
measures that will be implemented to meet management objectives. The plan is intended to 
meet the requirements of Sections 253.034 and 259.032, Florida Statutes, Chapter 18-2, 
Florida Administrative Code, and intended to be consistent with the State Lands Management 
Plan. All development and resource alteration encompassed in this plan is subject to the 
granting of appropriate permits; easements, licenses, and other required legal instruments. 
Approval of the management plan does not constitute an exemption from complying with the 
appropriate local, state or federal agencies. This plan is also intended to meet the requirements 
for beach and shore preservation, as defined in Chapter 161, Florida Statutes and Chapters 
62B-33, 62B-36 and 62R-49, Florida Administrative Code. 
 
The plan consists of two interrelated components. Each component corresponds to a particular 
aspect of the administration of the park. The resource management component provides a 
detailed inventory and assessment of the natural and cultural resources of the park. Resource 
management problems and needs are identified, and specific management objectives are 
established for each resource type. This component provides guidance on the application of 
such measures as prescribed burning, exotic species removal, and restoration of natural 
conditions.  
 
The land use component is the recreational resource allocation plan for the unit. Based on 
considerations such as access, population, and adjacent land uses, an optimum allocation of 
the physical space of the park is made, locating use areas and proposing types of facilities and 
volume of use to be provided.  
 
In the development of this plan, the potential of the park to accommodate secondary 
management purposes (“multiple uses”) was analyzed. These secondary purposes were 
considered within the context of the Division’s statutory responsibilities and an analysis of the 
resource needs and values of the park. This analysis considered the park natural and cultural 
resources, management needs, aesthetic values, visitation and visitor experiences. For this 
park, it was determined that no secondary purposes could be accommodated in a manner that 
would not interfere with the primary purpose of resource-based outdoor recreation and 
conservation. Uses such as, water resource development projects, water supply projects, 
stormwater management projects, linear facilities and sustainable agriculture and forestry 
(other than those forest management activities specifically identified in this plan) are not 
consistent with this plan or the management purposes of the park and should be discouraged. 





 3 

The potential for generating revenue to enhance management was also analyzed. Visitor fees 
and charges are the principal source of revenue generated by the park. It was determined that 
multiple use management activities would not be appropriate as a means of generating 
revenues for land management. Instead, techniques such as entrance fees, concessions and 
similar measures will be employed on a case-by-case basis as a means of supplementing park 
management funding.  
MANAGEMENT PROGRAM OVERVIEW 

Management Authority and Responsibility 
In accordance with Chapter 258, Florida Statutes, and Chapter 62D-2, Florida Administrative 
Code, the Division of Recreation and Parks (DRP) is charged with the responsibility of 
developing and operating Florida's recreation and parks system. These are administered in 
accordance with the following policy: 
 

It shall be the policy of the Division of Recreation and Parks to promote the state park 
system for the use, enjoyment, and benefit of the people of Florida and visitors; to 
acquire typical portions of the original domain of the state which will be accessible to all 
of the people, and of such character as to emblemize the state's natural values; 
conserve these natural values for all time; administer the development, use and 
maintenance of these lands and render such public service in so doing, in such a 
manner as to enable the people of Florida and visitors to enjoy these values without 
depleting them; to contribute materially to the development of a strong mental, moral, 
and physical fiber in the people; to provide for perpetual preservation of historic sites 
and memorials of statewide significance and interpretation of their history to the people; 
to contribute to the tourist appeal of Florida. 

 
The Trustees have also granted management authority of certain sovereign submerged lands 
to the Division under Management Agreement MA 68-086 (as amended January 19, 1988). 
The management area includes a 400-foot zone from the edge of mean high water where a 
park boundary borders sovereign submerged lands fronting beaches, bays, estuarine areas, 
rivers or streams. Where emergent wetland vegetation exists, the zone extends waterward 400 
feet beyond the vegetation. The agreement is intended to provide additional protection to 
resources of the park and nearshore areas and to provide authority to manage activities that 
could adversely impact public recreational uses. 
 
Many operating procedures are standard system wide and are set by policy. These procedures 
are outlined in the Division Operations Procedures Manual (OPM) and cover such areas as 
personnel management, uniforms and personal appearance, training, signs, communications, 
fiscal procedures, interpretation, concessions, camping regulations, resource management, law 
enforcement, protection, safety and maintenance. 
 
In the management of Palatka – Lake Butler State Trail major emphasis is placed on 
maximizing the recreational potential of the park; however, preservation of resources remains 
important. Depletion of a resource by any recreational activity is not permitted. In order to 
realize the unit's recreational potential, development in the park is aimed at providing 
facilities that are accessible, convenient and safe, as needed, to support recreational use or the 
unit's natural, aesthetic, and educational attributes. 

Park Goals and Objectives 
The following park goals and objectives express the Division long-term intent in managing 
the state park. At the beginning of the process to update this management plan, the Division 
reviewed the goals and objectives of the previous plan to determine if they remain meaningful 
and practical and should be included in the updated plan. This process ensures that the goals 

http://www.dep.state.fl.us/parks/os/opm.htm�
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and objectives for the park remain relevant over time.  
 
Estimates are developed for the funding and staff resources needed to implement the 
management plan based on these goals, objectives and priority management activities. 
Funding priorities for all state park management and development activities are reviewed each 
year as part of the Division legislative budget process. The Division prepares an annual 
legislative budget request based on the priorities established for the entire state park system. 
The Division also aggressively pursues a wide range of other funds and staffing resources, 
such as grants, volunteers and partnerships with agencies, local governments and the private 
sector, for supplementing normal legislative appropriations to address unmet needs. The 
ability of the Division to implement the specific goals, objectives and priority actions 
identified in this plan will be determined by the availability of funding resources for these 
purposes. 
Natural and Cultural Resources 
1. Identify, preserve and protect the natural resources of the trail. 

A. Continue to develop and implement removal plans for invasive exotic plant and animal 
species and continue to cooperate with adjacent natural areas in the removal of exotic 
plants that have spread across boundary lines. 

B. Monitor and protect listed species occurring within the state trail boundaries. 
C. Identify areas in which the rail bed hinders conveyance of surface waters, and pursue 

funding for hydrologic restoration projects for these areas that will benefit natural 
communities adjacent to the trail. 

D. Increase interpretation of the natural resources of the area.  
2. Identify, preserve and protect the cultural resources of the trail. 

A. Identify significant cultural resources within or adjacent to the rail corridor.  
B. Register known historic and archaeological sites with the Florida Master Site File, 

possibly register the rail bed itself. 
C. Protect historic and archaeological sites from disturbance by park development and 

visitor use. 
D. Develop and implement interpretive programs designed to increase public awareness of 

cultural resources within the park and to promote public interest in resource 
preservation. 

Recreational Goals 
3. Continue to provide quality resource-based, outdoor recreational and interpretive 

programs and facilities at the trail.  
A. Identify and address potential conflicts between trail visitors and off-road vehicle users 

who may be visiting adjacent lands. 
B. Establish native vegetative buffers along the trail corridor in areas of heavy 

development. 
C. Discourage illegal dumping of trash in the trail corridor. 
D. Design and implement interpretive programs and displays that feature the cultural, 

natural and recreational resources of the park. 
4. Seek funding to expand recreational and interpretive opportunities at the park through the 

improvement of programs and the development of new use areas and facilities, as outlined 
in this management plan. 

A. Pursue funding for additional shelters and covered benches to be located approximately 
every 1-3 miles along the trail. 

B. Continue to work with agencies and managers of adjacent lands to develop primary 
access points for the trail. 

C. Cooperate with federal, state, and local governments and other organizations in efforts to 
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connect the Palatka – Lake Butler State Trail to other multi-use trails. 
Park Administration/Operations 
5. Promote volunteer activities in the park and develop partnerships. 

A. Recruit and train volunteers to supplement staff and to assist the trail in meeting its 
goals. 

B. Develop partnerships with other government agencies and other organizations to 
promote common goals and share resources as appropriate. 

C. Form a Citizen's Support Organization to enhance fund-raising efforts, grants 
administration, volunteerism and public support. 

6. Promote the trail as a significant tourist destination both locally and nationally. 
A. Encourage tourism on the trail through contacts with the media. 
B. Promote the trail through active association with local and statewide tourism offices. 

7. Pursue staffing to meet basic operational requirements. 
A. Add a Park Ranger and a Park Service Specialist to assist with intergovernmental affairs, 

volunteerism and citizen support organizations.  
Management Coordination 

The park is managed in accordance with all applicable Florida Statutes and administrative 
rules. Agencies having a major or direct role in the management of the park are discussed in 
this plan.  
 
The Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services, Division of Forestry (DOF), assists 
DRP staff in the development of wildfire emergency plans and provides the authorization 
required for prescribed burning. The Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission 
(FFWCC), assists staff in the enforcement of state laws pertaining to wildlife, freshwater fish 
and other aquatic life existing within park boundaries. In addition, the FFWCC aids the 
Division with wildlife management programs, including the development and management of 
Watchable Wildlife programs. The Department of State, Division of Historical Resources 
(DHR) assists staff to assure protection of archaeological and historical sites. The Department 
of Environmental Protection (DEP), Office of Coastal and Aquatic Managed Areas (CAMA) 
aids staff in aquatic preserves management programs. The DEP, Bureau of Beaches and 
Wetland Resources aids staff in planning and construction activities seaward of the Coastal 
Construction Line. In addition, the Bureau of Beaches and Wetland Resources aid the staff in 
the development of erosion control projects. Emphasis is placed on protection of existing 
resources as well as the promotion of compatible outdoor recreational uses.  
 
On January 1, 2004, management authority for this property was transferred to the 
Department’s Office of Greenways and Trails (OGT).  OGT will manage the trail as part of its 
State Trails program.   
 
 

Public Participation 
The Division provided an opportunity for public input by conducting a public workshop and 
an advisory group meeting. A public workshop will be held on September 30, 2003, and a 
DEP Advisory Group meeting will be held on October 1, 2003. The purpose of these meetings 
is to present the plan to the public and to provide the Advisory Group members the 
opportunity to discuss this draft management plan.  

Other Designations 
Palatka–Lake Butler State Trail is not within an Area of Critical State Concern as defined in 
section 380.05, Florida Statutes. Currently it is not under study for such designation. The park 
is a component of the Florida Greenways and Trails System.  
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All waters within the unit have been designated as Outstanding Florida Waters, pursuant to 
Chapter 62-302 Florida Administrative Code. Surface waters in this unit are also classified as 
Class III waters by DEP. This unit is not within or adjacent to an aquatic preserve as 
designated under the Florida Aquatic Preserve Act of 1975 (section 258.35, Florida Statutes). 













































Addendum 1—Acquisition History
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Purpose of Acquisition  
The Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund of the State of Florida (Trustees) 
has acquired Palatka to Lake Butler Trail to manage the property in such a way as to protect and 
restore the natural and cultural values of the property and provide the greatest benefit to the citizens 
of the state.  
 
Sequence of Acquisition  
On June 26, 2001, the Trustees obtained title to a 611.27-acre abandoned old railroad right-of-way that 
later became Palatka to Lake Butler Trail. The property was purchased from Georgia Southern and 
Florida Railway Company. The purchase was funded under P2000/ Greenways and Trails Program. 
Since this initial acquisition, the Trustees has not acquired any new lands to add to Palatka to Lake 
Butler Trail. The current area of the trail is 611.27 acres. 
 
Title Interest  
The Trustees hold fee simple title to Palatka to Lake Butler Trail. On July 16, 2002, the Trustees 
leased Palatka to Lake Butler Trail to the Division of Recreation and Parks (Division) under Lease No. 
4338 for a period of fifty (50) years. This lease expires on July 15, 2052. 
 
According to Lease No. 4338, the Division manages Palatka to Lake Butler Trail only for the 
conservation and protection of natural and historical resources and resource-based public outdoor 
recreation compatible with the conservation and protection of these resources.  
 
Special Conditions on Use  
Palatka to Lake Butler Trail is designated single-use to provide resource-based public outdoor 
recreation and other related uses. Uses such as water resource development projects, water supply 
projects, stormwater management projects, linear facilities and sustainable agriculture and forestry 
(unless otherwise specifically stated in this unit management plan) are inconsistent with the 
purposes for which Division manages the property and will be discouraged.  
 
Instrument: Quit Claim Deed 
Instrument Holder: Georgia Southern and Railway Company 
Beginning Date: June 26, 2001 
Ending Date: Forever 
Outstanding Rights, Uses, Etc.: The instrument holder reserves unto itself an exclusive 

and permanent easement for the installation, maintenance, 
and utilization of communications lines as well as any and 
all facilities/equipment incident thereto over, under, 
through, and across the subject property.  
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Palatka–Lake Butler Trail State Park 
Plants 

 
 Primary Habitat Codes 
Common Name Scientific Name (for designated species) 
 

*Non-native Species A  3  -  1 

Angiosperms – Dicots  
Red maple Acer rubrum 
Common ragweed Ambrosia artemisiifolia 
Groundsel-tree Baccharis halimifolia 
Beggar-ticks Bidens alba 
Paper mulberry * Broussonetia papyrifera 
American beautyberry Callicarpa americana 
---- Carphephorus corymbosum  
Buttonbush Cephalanthus occidentalis 
Redbud Cercis canadensis 
Camphor tree * Cinnamomum camphora 
Rabbit-bells Crotalaria rotundifolia 
Persimmon Diospyros virginiana 
Loquat* Eriobytra japonica 
Dog fennel Eupatorium capillifolium 
St. Andrew’s-cross Hypericum hypericoides 
Dahoon holly Ilex cassine 
Gallberry Ilex glabra 
American holy Ilex opaca 
Gopher apple Licania michauxii 
Sweetgum Liquidambar styraciflua 
Japanese honeysuckle * Lonicera japonica 
Sky-blue lupine Lupinus diffusus 
Shiny lyonia Lyonia lucida 
Sweetbay Magnolia virginiana 
Chinaberry * Melia azederach 
Wax myrtle Myrica cerifera 
Swamp tupelo Nyssa sylvatica 
Virginia creeper Parthenocissus quinquefolia 
Red bay Persea borbonia 
Annual garden phlox * Phlox drummondii 
Mistletoe Phoradendron serotinum 
Wireweed Polygonella gracilis 
Grass-leaved golden aster Pityopsis graminifolia 
Painted-leaf Poinsettia cyathophora 
Carolina laurel cherry Prunus caroliniana 
Black cherry Prunus serotina 
Hog plum Prunus umbellata 
Common guava * Psidium guajava 
False dandelion Pyrrhopappus carolinianus 
Sand live oak Quercus geminata 
Bluejack oak Quercus incana 
Laurel oak Quercus hemisphaerica 
Turkey oak Quercus laevis 
Water oak Quercus nigra 
Sand post oak Quercus stellata 
Live oak Quercus virginiana 
Buckthorn Rhamnus caroliniana 
Meadow beauty Rhexia sp. 
Winged sumac Rhus copallina 



Palatka–Lake Butler Trail State Park 
Plants 

 
 Primary Habitat Codes 
Common Name Scientific Name (for designated species) 
 

*Non-native Species A  3  -  2 

Castorbean * Ricinus communis 
Blackberry Rubus occidentalis 
Wild petunia Ruellia  caroliniensis 
Cabbage palm Sabal palmetto 
Buckthorn  Sageretia minutiflora 
Carolina willow Salix caroliniana 
Elderberry Sambucus canadensis 
Chinese tallow * Sapium sebiferum 
Brazilian pepper* Schinus terebinthifolius 
Sensitive briar Schrankia microphylla 
Sensitive briar Schrankia uncinata 
Saw palmetto Serenoa repens 
Bladderpod * Sesbania vesicaria 
Gum bumelia Sideroxylon lanuginosum 
---- Sideroxylon reclinatum  
Goldenrod Solidago spp. 
---- Tephrosia sp. 
Spiderwort Tradescantia ohiensis 
American elm Ulmus americana 
Sparkleberry Vaccinium arboreum 
Shiny blueberry Vaccinium myrsinites 
Deerberry Vaccinium stamineum 
Mullein * Verbascum virgatum 
Small viburnum Viburnum obovatum 
Muscadine grape Vitis rotundifolia 
Hercules-club Zanthoxylum clava-herculis 
 
   
 
 
   



Palatka–Lake Butler Trail State Park 
Animals 

 
 Primary Habitat Codes 
Common Name Scientific Name (for all species) 
 

*Non-native Species A  3  -  3 

AMPHIBIANS 
Frogs And Toads  
Florida cricket frog Acris gryllus dorsalis 31, 81 
Southern toad Bufo terrestris 21, 81 
Oak toad Bufo quercicus 13 
Green treefrog Hyla cinerea 21 
Squirrel treefrog Hyla squirella 
Little grass frog Limnaoedus ocularis 31 
Southern leopard frog Rana utricularia 48 
 

REPTILES 
Crocodilians  
American alligator Alligator mississippiensis 48 
 
Turtles  
Florida snapping turtle Chelydra serpentina osceola 48 
Gopher tortoise Gopherus polyphemus 13 
Florida redbelly turtle Pseudemys nelsoni 48 
Stinkpot Sternotherus odoratus 48 
Florida box turtle Terrapene carolina bauri 21 
Florida softshell Trionyx ferox 48 
 
Lizards 
Green anole Anolis carolinensis 21, 23 
Six-lined racerunner Cnemidophorus sexlineatus 13 
Southeastern five-lined skink Eumeces inexpectatus 21, 23 
Eastern glass lizard Ophisaurus ventralis 23, 81 
Southern fence lizard Sceloporus undulatus 13 
Ground skink Scincella lateralis 
 
Snakes  
Eastern cottonmouth Agkistrodon piscivorus conanti 31 
Southern black racer Coluber constrictor priapus 13, 81 
Eastern diamondback rattlesnake Crotalus adamanteus 13, 23 
Eastern indigo snake Drymarchon corais couperi 13 
Corn snake Elaphe guttata guttata 13, 23 
Yellow rat snake Elaphe obsoleta quadrivittata 21, 23 
Eastern hognose snake Heterodon platyrhinos 13, 23 
Southern hognose snake Heterodon simus 13, 23 
Kingsnake Lampropeltis getula 21, 31 
Eastern coachwhip Masticophis flagellum 13 
Eastern coral snake Micrurus f. fulvius 21 
Brown water snake Nerodia taxispilota 31, 48 
Rough green snake Opheodrys aestivus 21 
Florida pine snake Pituophis melanoleucus mugitus 13 
Eastern garter snake Thamnophis s. sirtalis 21, 31 
 

BIRDS  
Grebes 
Pied-billed grebe Podilymbus podiceps 48 
 
Cormorants 
Double-crested cormorant Phalacrocorax auritus 48 
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 Primary Habitat Codes 
Common Name Scientific Name (for all species) 
 

*Non-native Species A  3  -  4 

Anhingas  
Anhinga Anhinga anhinga 48 
 
Herons and Bitterns  
Great egret Ardea alba 48 
Great blue heron Ardea herodias 48 
Cattle egret Bubulcus ibis 81 
Little blue heron Egretta caerulea 48 
 
Ibis and Spoonbills 
White ibis Eudocimus albus 48 
 
Storks  
Wood stork Mycteria americana 48 
Canada goose Branta canadensis 
 
Vultures  
Turkey vulture Cathartes aura OF 
Black vulture Coragyps atratus OF 
 
Kites, Eagles, and Hawks  
Sharp-shinned hawk Accipiter striatus 13, 21 
Cooper's hawk Accipiter cooperii 21 
Short-tailed hawk Buteo brachyurus 
Red-tailed hawk Buteo jamaicensis 13, 81 
Red-shouldered hawk Buteo lineatus 31 
Northern harrier Circus cyaneus 81 
American swallow-tailed kite Elanoides forficatus 31, 48 
American kestrel Falco sparvarius sparvarius 13, 81 
Bald eagle Haliaetus leucocephalus 48 
Osprey Pandion haliaetus 48 
 
Pheasants, Turkey, and Quail  
Northern bobwhite Colinus virginianus 13, 23, 81 
Wild turkey Meleagris gallopavo 13, 23, 81 
 
Rails and Coots 
Common moorhen Gallinula chloropus 48 
 
Limpkin 
Limpkin Aramus guarauna 48 
 
Cranes  
Florida sandhill crane Grus canadensis pratensis 48, OF 
 
Plovers  
Killdeer Charadrius vociferus 81 
 
Gulls and Terns 
Ring-billed gull Larus delawarensis OF 
 
Pigeons and Doves  
Common ground dove Columbina passerina 13 
Rock dove * Columba livia 81 
Eurasion collared dove* Streptopilia decaocto 
Mourning dove Zenaida macroura 13, 81 
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 Primary Habitat Codes 
Common Name Scientific Name (for all species) 
 

*Non-native Species A  3  -  5 

Owls  
Great horned owl Bubo virginianus 21, 23 
Eastern screech owl Otus asio 21, 23 
Barred owl Strix varia 31 
 
Nightjars  
Chuck-will's widow Caprimulgus carolinensis 21 
Common nighthawk Chordeiles minor 13, OF 
 
Swifts  
Chimney swift Chaetura pelagica OF 
 
Kingfishers 
Belted kingfisher Ceryle alcyon 48 
 
Woodpeckers  
Northern flicker Colaptes auratus 13, 81 
Pileated woodpecker Dryocopus pileatus 21, 23 
Red-headed woodpecker Melanerpes erythrocephalus 13 
Red-bellied woodpecker Melanerpes carolinus 21, 31 
Red-cockaded woodpecker Picoides borealis 13 
Downy woodpecker Picoides pubescens 13, 21 
Yellow-bellied sapsucker Sphyrapicus varius 21, 31 
 
Flycatchers  
Great crested flycatcher Myiarchus crinitus 21, 31 
Eastern phoebe Sayornis phoebe 13, 81 
Western Kingbird Tyrannus verticallis 
 
Jays, Crows, and Magpies  
American crow Corvus brachyrhynchos MTC 
Fish crow Corvus ossifragus MTC 
Blue jay Cyanocitta cristata MTC 
 
Swallows  
Barn swallow Hirundo rustica OF 
Tree swallow Tachycineta bicolor OF 
 
Titmice  
Tufted titmouse Parus bicolor MTC 
Carolina chickadee Poecile carolinensis 13, 21 
 
Wrens  
Ruby crowned kinglet Regulus calendula 
Carolina wren Thryothorus ludovicianus 21, 31 
House wren Troglodytes aedon 81 
 
Thrushes and Veery  
Eastern bluebird Sialia sialis 13 
American robin Turdus migratorius MTC 
 
Kinglets and Gnatcatchers  
Blue-gray gnatcatcher Polioptila caerulea 13, 21 
 
Mockingbirds and Thrashers 
Gray catbird Dumetella carolinensis 81 
Northern mockingbird Mimus polyglottos 13, 81 
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 Primary Habitat Codes 
Common Name Scientific Name (for all species) 
 

*Non-native Species A  3  -  6 

Brown thrasher Toxostoma rufum 81 
 
Shrikes  
Loggerhead shrike Lanius ludovicianus 13 
 
Vireos  
White-eyed vireo Vireo griseus 13, 21 
Red-eyed vireo Vireo olivaceus 
Blue-headed vireo Vireo solitarius 21 
Yellow-throated vireo Vireo flavifrons 13 
 
Warblers  
Yellow-rumped warbler Dendroica coronata MTC 
Yellow-throated warbler Dendroica dominica 13 
Pine warbler Dendroica pinus 13 
Palm warbler Dendroica palmarum 13, 81 
Common yellowthroat Geothlypis trichas 31 
Black and white warbler Mniotilta varia 
Northern parula Parula americana 21, 31 
Prothonotary warbler Protonotaria citrea 48 
Ovenbird Seiurus aurocapillus 
American redstart Setophaga ruticilla 
Orange crowned warbler Vermivora celata 
 
Meadowlarks, Blackbirds, and Orioles  
Red-winged blackbird Agelaius phoeniceus 48, OF 
Brown-headed cowbird Molothrus ater 13 
Boat-tailed grackle Quiscalus major 48 
Common grackle Quiscalus quiscula 13, 81 
Eastern meadowlark Sturnella magna 13, 81 
European starling * Sturnus vulgaris 81 
 
Tanagers  
Summer tanager Piranga rubra 13, 21 
Scarlet tanager Piranga olivacea 21 
 
Grosbeaks, Sparrows, and Buntings  
Northern cardinal Cardinalis cardinalis MTC 
Bachman's sparrow Aimophila aestivalis 13 
Swamp sparrow Melospiza georgiana 
Song sparrow Melospiza melodia 31, 81 
Savannah sparrow Passerculus sandvicensis 13, 81 
Rufous-sided towhee Pipilo erythropthalmus 13 
Vesper sparrow Pooecetes gramineus 
Chipping sparrow Spizella passerina 13, 81 
White-throated sparrow Zonotrichia albicollis 81 
American goldfinch Carduelis tristis 
 

MAMMALS 
Didelphids 
Virginia opossum Didelphis virginiana MTC 
 
Edentates 
Nine-banded armadillo * Dasypus novemcinctus MTC 
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*Non-native Species A  3  -  7 

Lagomorphs 
Eastern cottontail Sylvilagus floridanus 13, 81 
Marsh rabbit Sylvilagus palustris 48 
 
Rodents 
Southeastern pocket gopher Geomys pinetis 13 
Southern flying squirrel Glaucomys volans 21, 48 
House mouse * Mus musculus MTC 
Eastern gray squirrel Sciurus carolinensis 21, 31 
Sherman's fox squirrel Sciurus niger shermani 13 
Cotton rat Sigmodon hispidus 13, 81 
 
Canids 
Domestic dog * Canis familiaris MTC 
Gray fox Urocyon cinereoargenteus 13 
Red fox * Vulpes vulpes 13 
 
Felids 
Domestic cat * Felis domesticus MTC 
Bobcat Felis rufus MTC 
 
Procyonids 
Raccoon Procyon lotor MTC 
 
Mustelids 
Striped skunk Mephitis mephitis MTC 
River otter Lutra canadensis 48 
 
Artiodactyls 
White-tailed deer Odocoileus virginianus MTC 
Feral hog * Sus scrofa 21, 81 
 



Habitat Codes 
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TERRESTRIAL 
 
1. Beach Dune 
2. Bluff 
3. Coastal Berm 
4. Coastal Rock Barren 
5. Coastal Strand 
6. Dry Prairie 
7. Maritime Hammock 
8. Mesic Flatwoods 
9. Coastal Grasslands 
10. Pine Rockland 
11. Prairie Hammock 
12. Rockland Hammock 
13. Sandhill 
14. Scrub 
15. Scrubby Flatwoods 
16. Shell Mound 
17. Sinkhole 
18. Slope Forest 
19. Upland Glade 
20. Upland Hardwood Forest 
21. Upland Mixed Forest 
22. Upland Pine Forest 
23. Xeric Hammock 
 
PALUSTRINE 
 
24. Basin Marsh 
25. Basin Swamp 
26. Baygall 
27. Bog 
28. Bottomland Forest 
29. Depression Marsh 
30. Dome 
31. Floodplain Forest 
32. Floodplain Marsh 
33. Floodplain Swamp 
34. Freshwater Tidal Swamp 
35. Hydric Hammock 
36. Marl Prairie 
37. Seepage Slope 
38. Slough 
39. Strand Swamp 
40. Swale 
41. Wet Flatwoods 
42. Wet Prairie 
 
LACUSTRINE 
 
43. Clastic Upland Lake 
44. Coastal Dune Lake 
45. Coastal Rockland Lake 
46. Flatwood/Prairie Lake 
47. Marsh Lake 

LACUSTRINE—Continued 
 
48. River Floodplain Lake 
49. Sandhill Upland Lake 
50. Sinkhole Lake 
51. Swamp Lake 
 
RIVERINE 
 
52. Alluvial Stream 
53. Blackwater Stream 
54. Seepage Stream 
55. Spring-Run Stream 
 
ESTUARINE 
 
56. Estuarine Composite Substrate 
57. Estuarine Consolidated Substrate 
58. Estuarine Coral Reef 
59. Estuarine Grass Bed 
60. Estuarine Mollusk Reef 
61. Estuarine Octocoral Bed 
62. Estuarine Sponge Bed 
63. Estuarine Tidal Marsh 
64. Estuarine Tidal Swamp 
65. Estuarine Unconsolidated Substrate 
66. Estuarine Worm Reef 
 
MARINE 
 
67. Marine Algal Bed 
68. Marine Composite Substrate 
69. Marine Consolidated Substrate 
70. Marine Coral Reef 
71. Marine Grass Bed 
72. Marine Mollusk Reef 
73. Marine Octocoral Bed 
74. Marine Sponge Bed 
75. Marine Tidal Marsh 
76. Marine Tidal Swamp 
77. Marine Unconsolidated Substrate 
78. Marine Worm Reef 
 
SUBTERRANEAN 
 
79. Aquatic Cave 
80. Terrestral Cave 
 
MISCELLANEOUS 
 
81. Ruderal 
82. Developed 
 
MTC Many Types Of Communities 
 
OF  Overflying
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The Nature Conservancy and the Natural Heritage Program Network (of which FNAI is a part) define an 
element as any exemplary or rare component of the natural environment,such as a species,natural 
community,bird rookery,spring,sinkhole,cave,or other ecological feature. An element occurrence (EO) is a 
single extant habitat that sustains or otherwise contributes to the survival of a population or a distinct,self-
sustaining example of a particular element. 
 
Using a ranking system developed by The Nature Conservancy and the Natural Heritage Program Network,the 
Florida Natural Areas Inventory assigns two ranks to each element. The global rank is based on an element's 
worldwide status; the state rank is based on the status of the element in Florida. Element ranks are based on 
many factors,the most important ones being estimated number of Element occurrences,estimated abundance 
(number of individuals for species; area for natural communities),range,estimated adequately protected 
EOs,relative threat of destruction,and ecological fragility. 
 
Federal and State status information is from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service; and the Florida Game and 
Freshwater Fish Commission (animals),and the Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services 
(plants),respectively. 
 

FNAI GLOBAL RANK DEFINITIONS 
 
G1 = Critically imperiled globally because of extreme rarity (5 or fewer occurrences or less than 

1000 individuals) or because of extreme vulnerability to extinction due to some natural or 
man-made factor. 

G2 = Imperiled globally because of rarity (6 to 20 occurrences or less than 3000 individuals) or 
because of vulnerability to extinction due to some natural or man-made factor.  

G3 = Either very rare and local throughout its range (21-100 occurrences or less than 10,000 
individuals) or found locally in a restricted range or vulnerable to extinction of other factors. 

G4 = apparently secure globally (may be rare in parts of range) 
G5 = demonstrably secure globally 
GH = of historical occurrence throughout its range,may be rediscovered (e.g.,ivory-billed 

woodpecker) 
GX = believed to be extinct throughout range 
GXC = extirpated from the wild but still known from captivity or cultivation 
G#? = tentative rank (e.g.,G2?) 
G#G# = range of rank; insufficient data to assign specific global rank (e.g.,G2G3) 
G#T# = rank of a taxonomic subgroup such as a subspecies or variety; the G portion of the rank 

refers to the entire species and the T portion refers to the specific subgroup; numbers have 
same definition as above (e.g.,G3T1) 

G#Q = rank of questionable species - ranked as species but questionable whether it is species or 
subspecies; numbers have same definition as above (e.g.,G2Q) 

G#T#Q = same as above,but validity as subspecies or variety is questioned. 
GU = due to lack of information,no rank or range can be assigned (e.g.,GUT2). 
G? = not yet ranked (temporary) 
S1 = Critically imperiled in Florida because of extreme rarity (5 or fewer occurrences or less than 

1000 individuals) or because of extreme vulnerability to extinction due to some natural or 
man-made factor. 

S2 = Imperiled in Florida because of rarity (6 to 20 occurrences or less than 3000 individuals) or 
because of vulnerability to extinction due to some natural or man-made factor.  

S3 = Either very rare and local throughout its range (21-100 occurrences or less than 10,000 
individuals) or found locally in a restricted range or vulnerable to extinction of other factors. 

S4 = apparently secure in Florida (may be rare in parts of range) 
S5 = demonstrably secure in Florida 
SH = of historical occurrence throughout its range,may be rediscovered (e.g.,ivory-billed 

woodpecker) 
SX = believed to be extinct throughout range 
SA = accidental in Florida,i.e.,not part of the established biota 
SE = an exotic species established in Florida may be native elsewhere in North America 
SN = regularly occurring,but widely and unreliably distributed; sites for conservation hard to 

determine 
SU = due to lack of information,no rank or range can be assigned (e.g.,SUT2). 
S? = not yet ranked (temporary) 
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LEGAL STATUS 
 
N     =     Not currently listed,nor currently being considered for listing,by state or federal agencies. 
FEDERAL  (Listed by the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service - USFWS) 
 
LE = Listed as Endangered Species in the List of Endangered and Threatened Wildlife and Plants 

under the provisions of the Endangered Species Act. Defined as any species that is in danger 
of extinction throughout all or a significant portion of its range. 

PE = Proposed for addition to the List of Endangered and Threatened Wildlife and Plants as 
Endangered Species. 

LT = Listed as Threatened Species. Defined as any species that is likely to become an endangered 
species within the near future throughout all or a significant portion of its range. 

PT = Proposed for listing as Threatened Species. 
C   = Candidate Species for addition to the list of Endangered and Threatened Wildlife and Plants. 

Defined as those species for which the USFWS currently has on file sufficient information on 
biological vulnerability and threats to support proposing to list the species as endangered or 
threatened. 

E(S/A) = Endangered due to similarity of appearance. 
T(S/A) = Threatened due to similarity of appearance. 
 
STATE 
 
Animals   (Listed by the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission - FFWCC) 
 
LE = Listed as Endangered Species by the FFWCC. Defined as a species,subspecies,or isolated 

population which is so rare or depleted in number or so restricted in range of habitat due to 
any man-made or natural factors that it is in immediate danger of extinction or extirpation 
from the state,or which may attain such a status within the immediate future. 

LT = Listed as Threatened Species by the FFWCC. Defined as a species,subspecies,or isolated 
population which is acutely vulnerable to environmental alteration,declining in number at a 
rapid rate,or whose range or habitat is decreasing in area at a rapid rate and as a 
consequence is destined or very likely to become an endangered species within the 
foreseeable future. 

LS = Listed as Species of Special Concern by the FFWCC. Defined as a population which warrants 
special protection,recognition,or consideration because it has an inherent significant 
vulnerability to habitat modification,environmental alteration,human disturbance,or 
substantial human exploitation which,in the foreseeable future,may result in its becoming a 
threatened species. 

 
Plants   (Listed by the Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services - 

FDACS) 
 
LE = Listed as Endangered Plants in the Preservation of Native Flora of Florida Act. Defined as 

species of plants native to the state that are in imminent danger of extinction within the 
state,the survival of which is unlikely if the causes of a decline in the number of plants 
continue,and includes all species determined to be endangered or threatened pursuant to 
the Federal Endangered Species Act of 1973,as amended. 

LT = Listed as Threatened Plants in the Preservation of Native Flora of Florida Act. Defined as 
species native to the state that are in rapid decline in the number of plants within the 
state,but which have not so decreased in such number as to cause them to be endangered.  
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Common Name/ Designated Species Status  
 Scientific Name FFWCC USFWS FNAI 
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REPTILES 
 
Gopher tortoise 
 Gopherus polyphemus LS  G3, S3 
  

BIRDS 
 
Great egret 
 Ardea alba   G5, S4 
Little blue heron 
 Egretta caerulea LS  G5, S4 
White ibis 
 Eudocimus albus LS  G5, S4 
Osprey 
 Pandion haliaetus   G5, S3S4 
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Estimates are developed for the funding and staff resources needed to implement the management 
plan based on goals, objectives and priority management activities. Funding priorities for all state 
park management and development activities are reviewed each year as part of the Division’s 
legislative budget process. The Division prepares an annual legislative budget request based on the 
priorities established for the entire state park system. The Division also aggressively pursues a wide 
range of other funds and staffing resources, such as grants, volunteers, and partnerships with 
agencies, local governments and the private sector for supplementing normal legislative 
appropriations to address unmet needs. The ability of the Division to implement the specific goals, 
objectives and priority actions identified in this plan will be determined by the availability of 
funding resources for these purposes. 
 
Resource Management 
 
1. Provide public awareness and encourage stewardship and protection of the natural and cultural 

resources through education and interpretation. 0-5 years. Estimated Cost: $15,000.00. 
 
2. Initiate exotic removal program. 0-5 years. Estimated Cost: $60,000.00.  
 
3. Monitor populations of listed species such as the gopher tortoise. 0-5 years. Estimated Cost: 

$5,000.00. 
 
4. Manage trail corridor vegetation for aesthetic, interpretive and resource management 

purposes. 0-5 years. Estimated Cost: $25,000.00. 
 
5. Contract research on the history of the railroad and it’s effect on the towns adjacent to it. 0-2 

years. Estimated Cost: $10,000. 
 
6. Complete an archaeological reconnaissance survey of the park, marking any newly identified 

site locations with GPS technology. 2-5 years. Estimated Cost: $20,000. 
 
7. Protect and preserve any cultural resources of the Palatka – Lake Butler Trail State Park. 0-5 

years. Estimated Cost: $2,000, plus $1,000/year in reoccurring costs. 
 
8. Develop and implement a written plan to protect and preserve any recorded archaeological 

sites from erosion, slumpage, animal burrowing, root damage and tree fall, and vandalism. 2-3 
years. Estimated Cost: $3,000. 

 
9. Establish monitoring measures to monitor any recorded archaeological sites for erosion, 

vegetation intrusion, animal burrowing, and human disturbance. 1-2 years. Estimated Cost: 
$1,000, plus $1,000/year in reoccurring costs. 

 
Administration 
 
10. Secure FTE position(s). 2-3 years. Estimated Cost: XXXX. 
 
 
Total Estimated Cost: $141,000 plus $2,000.00/yr. in recurring costs. 
 
 
 
 



Palatka–Lake Butler Trail State Park 
Priority Schedule And Cost Estimates 

 
Item Quantity Unit Unit Price Multiplier Amount 

 

NOTE: These preliminary cost estimates, based on Divisions standards, do not include costs for 
site-specific elements not evident at the conceptual level of planning. Additional costs 
should be investigated before finalizing budget estimates. All items fall in the new 
facility construction category © of the uniform cost accounting system required by ch. 
259.037 F.S.  
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Recreation Facilities 
 
12 Ft Paved Trail 46.000 mile $120,000.00 1.00 $5,520,000.00 
8 ft shared use trail 185000.000 LF $2.00 1.00 $370,000.00 
Bridge Repairs 1.000 ea. $1,600,000.00 1.00 $1,600,000.00 
Interpretive Kiosks 21.000 ea. $2,500.00 1.00 $52,500.00 
Medium Picnic Restroom 7.000 ea. $115,000.00 1.00 $805,000.00 
Medium Picnic Shelter 9.000 ea. $36,000.00 1.00 $324,000.00 
New Paved Parking (10 Car) 3.000 per 10  $16,000.00 1.00 $48,000.00 
New Paved Parking (20 vehicles) 4.000 ea. $24,000.00 1.00 $96,000.00 
Picnic Tables and Grilles 21.000 pair $500.00 1.00 $10,500.00 
Site Amenities 19.000 ea. $5,000.00 1.00 $95,000.00 
 
Support Facilities 
Arscenic Remediation 46.000 mile $5,000.00 1.00 $230,000.00 
Equipment Shelter and Shop Bldg 2.000 ea. $100,000.00 1.00 $200,000.00 
Flammable/Small Storage Building 2.000 ea. $9,600.00 1.00 $19,200.00 
Ranger Residence (woodframe) 2.000 ea. $170,000.00 1.00 $340,000.00 
Vehicle Bollard 12.000 ea. $100.00 1.00 $1,200.00 
 
 Sub-Total $9,711,400.00 
 
 20 Percent Contingency Fee $1,942,280.00 
 
 Total $11,653,680.00 
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