PROPOSED CONCEPTS
T.H. Stone Memorial St. Joseph Peninsula State Park
LAND USE DEVELOPMENT & RESOURCE MANAGEMENT

Last revised: July 2021

Hurricane Michael left lasting changes at T.H. Stone Memorial St. Joseph Peninsula
State Park. The resilient coastal ecosystems are rebounding. In the wilderness
preserve area, oaks and pines are sprouting green in the understory of the
damaged trees. The dunes are growing slowly. The breach has filled. This plan
details improvements to the recreation facilities in the park.




Port
Saint Joe

Click an area to find
out what improvements
we have planned.



Multiuse Path

With the redesign of the park, the division
proposes adding a multiuse path to the
facilities at the park. The multiuse path will
run parallel to the park road, separated by a
natural buffer, to encourage safe bicycle
and pedestrian access.

Proposed Changes |July 2022 Estimated Completion

- Create a multiuse path parallel to park road
- Allow for a natural landscape buffer

Future Enhancements | No Timeframe

- In the future, this multiuse path will extend
from the Cape San Blas trail to the Eagle Harbor
and Main Gulf Beach Access areas

Click an area to find
out what improvements
we have planned.




Support Area

Staff residences and the shop compound
were damaged by the hurricane.

Completed Changes
- Renovated and repaired shop building

- Build two new staff residences
(January 2022 Estimated Completion)

- Establish volunteer campsites near cabin area
(July 2022 Estimated Completion)

I Click an area to find
’/‘ out what improvements
we have planned.




s Entrance Area

The entrance area of the park sustained
damage to the gates and road. The storm
left behind large amounts of debris.

Completed Changes

- Repaired gate and road
- Removed debris
- Reduced fire hazard to neighbors

Currently Available Recreation
- Hiking on the Maritime Hammock Nature Trail

I Click an area to find
’/‘ out what improvements
we have planned.




Eagle Harbor Marina

Hurricane Michael damaged many of the
facilities in this area, moved sand into the
boat basin and damaged the concession

building, walkways and landscaping.

Currently Available Recreation

- Concessions

- Pontoon, kayak and canoe rentals
- Boat launching

- Fishing

Proposed Changes | March 2022 Estimated Completion

- Dredge boat basin to aid navigation

- Create parking for beach visitors and boaters
- Redesign and rebuild walkways

- Landscape with native plants

Future Enhancements | No Timeframe

- Construct new concession building with
restrooms

Click an area to find
out what improvements
we have planned.




Main Gulf Beach
Access

Hurricane Michael eroded the beach facing
the Gulf of Mexico. Boardwalks over the
dune were destroyed and the dune was
eroded.

Currently Available Recreation

- Swimming or snorkeling
- Beach combing
- Fishing

Proposed Changes | Aug. 2021 Estimated Completion

- Renovate existing restroom

- Connect to Cape San Blas/Gulf County
wastewater facilities south of park

- Provide beach access via boardwalks or
mobi-mat

Click an area to find
out what improvements
we have planned.




Click an area to find
out what improvements
we have planned.

Port
Saint Joe

Former Breach Site

The forces of Category 5 Hurricane Michael
created a breach in the barrier island,
separating the north and south areas of the
park. Natural sand infill narrowed the
channel created by the storm surge.

Completed Changes

- Installed culverts beneath the road

- Reconstructed road connecting both sides of
the peninsula

- Renourished dune and planted sea oats for
erosion control




Click an area to find
out what improvements

we have planned.

Port
Saint Joe

Gulf Breeze Day
Use Area

The former campground facilities were
destroyed. This area will be transformed
into the new Gulf Breeze Day Use Area. This
area will provide access to the beach north
of Eagle Harbor.

Completed Changes

- Demolished bathhouse
- Removed debris

Proposed Changes |July 2022 Estimated Completion

- Construct covered pavilions

- Build new restroom

- Create short footpaths within scenic interior
landscape

- Consider building observation platform

- Provide short roadway for access to Gulf beach

- Provide overflow parking for vehicles with
boat trailers

- Provide location for potential food service



Proposed Bayview
Campgroun

Hurricane Michael damaged this area by
washing out sand and leaving behind large
amounts of debris. This is the location of
the former boat trailer parking area.

Proposed Changes | July 2022 Estimated Completion

- Create a new camping loop with approximately
19 standard-facility campsites overlooking
St. Joseph Bay

- Ensure natural scrubby flatwoods remain to
canopy the interior of the loop

- Create footpath to guide campers to the
bathhouse

- Build observation boardwalk with covered
platform for water views and protection of the
shoreline

Click an area to find
out what improvements
we have planned.




Shady Pines
Campground

The Shady Pines Campground was washed
out by Hurricane Michael. The bathhouses
were destroyed. Much of the tree canopy
was lost. The dune adjacent to the Gulf of
Mexico was eroded.

Completed Changes

- Removed natural debris
- Removed debris from damaged boardwalks,
bathhouses and shelters

Proposed Changes |July 2022 Estimated Completion

- Redesign and reconstruct campground roads
- Re-create campground with approximately 36
standard-facility campsites and 10 tent-only

campsites
- Construct two new bathhouses
- Re-establish access to the Gulf beach from the
campground
- Consider building elevated tent camping
platforms
Sl - Consider building an observation platform

Click an area to find




Bayview Day
Use Area

Covered pavilions will provide shade and

facilities for picnics. This area will serve as a

trailhead for the Bayview Hiking Trail. The
e _H:;.':. - ~ shoreline is ideal for launching paddlecraft

[ %
- = and small watercraft.
= ...H P
Proposed Changes | July 2022 Estimated Completion

SAM P LE e ——— - - Regrade and restore terrain

- Build shaded pavilions for picnics

- Redevelop Bayview Hiking Trail trailhead

- Re-establish Bayview Hiking Trail

- Establish launch area for paddlecraft and small
watercraft

Port
Saint Joe

Click an area to find
out what improvements
we have planned.




Cabin and Primitive
Group Camp Areas

The eight cabins and boardwalks were
damaged by storm surge and flooding.

Proposed Changes | Dec. 2021 Estimated Completion

- Renovate or reconstruct eight cabins

- Rebuild boardwalks

- Re-establish trail for access to the beach

- Restore water and electric utilities to primitive
group camp

Click an area to find
out what improvements
we have planned.




Wilderness Preserve

The Wilderness Preserve is a sensitive
natural community that has demonstrated
resilience to the impacts of Hurricane
Michael. The winds of the storm left many
trees bent over and snapped into the shape
of an A-frame. Storm surge left behind
debris. Palmettos, rosemary, oaks and pines
are sprouting in the understory.

Currently Available Recreation
- Wildlife viewing and birding

Proposed Changes |July 2022 Estimated Completion

- Remove debris
- Re-establish seven primitive campsites

Click an area to find
out what improvements
we have planned.
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