Topsail Hill Preserve State Park
Unit Management Plan Amendment

INTRODUCTION

Land use planning and park development decisions for the state park system are based on the dual
responsibilities of the Florida Department of Environmental Protection (DEP), Division of
Recreation and Parks (DRP). These responsibilities are to preserve representative examples of
original natural Florida and its cultural heritage, and to provide outdoor recreation opportunities for
Florida’s citizens and visitors. As changes occur to the park environment due to natural forces or
land acquisitions, or as conservation and recreation interests evolve, the conceptual land use plan
may be amended to address new conditions or needs. This amendment to the current 2019 ARC-
approved unit management plan for Topsail Hill Preserve State Park includes the addition of
overnight and recreation facilities. These proposals are organized and presented by use area.
Design details and precise location of proposed facilities will be determined and developed
according to conceptual land use elements described below and are contingent on funding and
concession agreements.

CONCEPTUAL LAND USE PLAN

Overnight Accommodations Area

Objective: Expand/diversify overnight accommodations.

Actions:
e Design and develop a park lodge.
Two alternative concepts are proposed for the proposed lodge:

Alternative A

Alternative A is to construct a lodge, with up to 350-room capacity, southwest of the camping area.
This location is consistent with the general location of existing overnight facilities and avoids critical
habitat nearer the Gulf of Mexico while offering convenient proximity to the existing tram route for
beach access.

Alternative B

Alternative B entails substantial redesign of the campground, original cabin/bungalow area (east of
the newer cabin area), and support area. Construction of the proposed lodge within the existing
footprint of development would avoid critical habitat and minimize impact to general habitat while
maximizing overnight capacity. Redesign of the subject area would allow for landscape
beautification and enhanced separation of distinct types of recreational uses and structures.
Further evaluation is required to determine the necessary acreages and square footage of the
various facilities.

Sensitivity to the unit’s classification as a preserve will be a priority, focusing proposed
infrastructural improvements within and/or adjacent to existing areas of park development.
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Pickleball Courts

Objective: Introduce new recreation facilities.

Action:
e Design and develop pickleball courts.

Construction of up to four pickleball courts is proposed within a ruderal area just southeast of the
entrance station. This location is in proximity to both overnight and day-use visitors. Parking and
restroom facilities are provided at the nearby tram parking area.

Disc Golf Course

Objective: Introduce new recreation facilities.

Action:
e Design and develop one disc golf course.

Construction of a disc golf course is proposed in an underutilized area south of the park cabins. The
course will be readily available to overnight visitors and accessible to day-use visitors via the tram
path. Access to the course will correspond to a tram stop.

The proposed course must avoid dune habitat and wetlands while offering a scenic experience
through the flatwoods and hammock environments of the park.



“ U~ 1 park Boundary NATURAL

‘: - Structures
[ Parking Lots COMMUNITIES

| ) Basin Marsh
Campsites
= 457 Basin Swamp
— “ TRAILS Beach Dune
— — - Hiking Coastal Dune Lake

PARK ROADS Coastal Interdunal
Swale
Park Road Paved
— — - Park Road Stabilized
— — - Park Road Unstabilized

Depression Marsh
Dome Swamp
Maritime Hammock
Mesic Flatwoods
Mesic Hammock

/j Resource Management Office,/! -0
NG [) LN TRy T — ! AN Scrub
I l\ L N AN =
ol 43 RS i, e > % N A\ Scrubby Flatwoods
o i {} Support -2 / Bt N\ s sl
R, PRty || e “ S — _\\\ eepage Slope
g / < | s | Wet Flatwoods
v el - ‘l\ \\ A\
. / > | Bk ! N Wet Prairie
I [ N | N\
| \ N i \
‘ | 2 N (SO P BN
Z e 3 N TN
| 23 | 7 < R J N
1 AL X i \ Restrooin ==& Entrance Station
: it \\// < % Kiosk \\ Tram Shelter ¢ \\\
: 5 D s o2 } :
i ==&y 2 y \ Administration Office
\ /\/ / Restroom B b Cabins o7 Clubhoyse X e I
“ 5 5 7 \
\ Pavilions ) Loz - el 4 L. " ma. , ‘;\\(0 Si\‘l‘op v . '5\;, Sl\i]yffleboard Courts
2SS kS \ Q0 - 0" | ~Bath
i | \ \" ', ~al N 3 ] Bat quse
~ b T:t,z%s;-g, SER o 2 RV AN
k D = .. Camping \
/ \\ : Eg % ; * | Loops \
v B 1 < o I'l
[ mee e -
| CO % s \\ //\ ’r‘—~_ —_— _::r— ———————— 'j
) N\ e e e enf- T N =sw N
,’ Pavilion S é@// \ g ‘ Vs s Camping 1{“ \
/ N [67 gt i \ Area " \
: o ,{-e i i \ | N\
% / LL::::: _____ ' \\
> s s e MmN U T‘ \
= i N\
A } N\
| N\
% | \ | \\
/ |
Restroom \) | AN
\\
Wheelchair Storage ! |
9 \,\\é !
(DR e T T T TE————
. \\\
Gulf of Mexico \
|
A
TOPSAIL HILL PRESERVE STATE PARK 0 1,000 2,000 Feet
I Y N N [N (N (N N
Reference Ma
p Sources: ESRI, Florida Department of Environmental Protection, Florida Natural Areas Inventory.
This graphical is provided for informational purposes only and should not be
considered authoritative for navigational, engineering, legal, or other uses.




PARK = 34
ENTRANCE
: PICKLEBALL COURTS

i 1 Construct up to four pickleball courts immediately
o \ southwest of entrance area.
Tram . | .

Parking

Park Boundary

Structures

O Proposals

Proposed Disc Golf Course

ROADS
Park Road Paved

Park Road Stabilized

Park Road Unstabilized

TRAILS

Hiking

CONSTRUCT PARK LODGE

“

Construct lodge with up to 350-room capacity.

DISC GOLF COURSE

Alternative A: Construct lodge southwest of the
camping area.

Construct disc golf course south of the existing
cabin area.
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