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• ‘Burn Rate’ – costs can accumulate at $300-$500 per foot.
• Field Request for Change Contingency budget won’t be instantly 

exhausted.
• An agreed-upon starting point for all stakeholders.

Why Trenching Estimate Matters
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• Classical Methods.
• New Wave Methods.
• Useful Knock-On Effects.
• Ground Truthing.
• Unusual Uses for Trenching.

Trenching – Cost Buildup & Field Verification
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Classical Methods
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Classical Methods (Continued)
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A New Wave – Best Practice
• Presented for your approval: the 

Acrobat Measure Tool.
• Creates an objective, annotated 

record on a forked draft of the 
system layout figure.
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Trenching Measurement Exercise
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Adobe Tool Video
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Measure Tool
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Scale Verification
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Segment Measurement
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Segment Measurement
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Useful Knock-On Effects
• What else can the trenching table be leveraged for?
• Accurate PVC Pipe Materials Estimate: 

• Add field for number of pipes in trench by type and compute totals.
• Surface Cover/Restoration Estimate:

• Add field for surface cover type and compute totals.
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Materials Quote Accuracy

34 % Overage
https://floridadep.gov/waste/petroleum-restoration/documents/trenching-calculations-0
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Ground Truthing
Typically accomplished on a 
mid-construction site visit 
through use of a measuring 
wheel.

Optimal timing of measurement:
 All surface removal is 

complete.
 Concrete or asphalt cuts are 

visible.
 Not obscured by splashed 

concrete.
 Not obscured by traffic plates.
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Ground Truthing – Corners and Junctions
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Ground Truthing – Terminal VE Laterals
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Ground Truthing Abutting vs. In-Line VE Laterals
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Ground Truthing Abutting vs. In-Line VE Laterals
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Ground Truthing Abutting vs. In-Line VE Laterals

Power Drop

Power Meter
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Measuring Area Exercise
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Adobe Tool Video
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Tell Us About Your Experiences
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Perry Frix, PG 
941-861-0907

pfrix@scgov.net
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Questions?
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