
 
 

What’s New on the Circumnavigational Trail 
 

CT Trail changes since the 9th edition of the printed Amazon guide was published in June 

of 2024. 

 

April 25, 2025: In segment 6, due to hurricane damages, The Cross Florida Greenway 

Spoil Island CT campsite has moved. The new island coordinates are N28.979505 W-

82.772865. The move was made in collaboration with DEP’s Cross Florida Barge Canal 

Greenways management. The remaining spoil islands, including our previous island, are 

designated as preserves for nesting birds and do not allow camping. 

 

July 31, 2024: In Segment 16, camping is currently not allowed on Teacher’s Island, so 

the alternate inside route along Biscayne Bay is recommended since it is 19.5 miles from 

Matheson Hammock to Oleta River State Park versus 28.4 miles from Boca Chita to 

Oleta. Paddlers on the outside route have the option of crossing the bay from Boca Chita 

to Matheson Hammock.   

 

June 5, 2024: In Segment 6, the El-Sea’s Fish Camp and Horseshoe Marina, both in 

Horseshoe Beach, are no longer open. 

 

March 26, 2024: Starting April 1st, the Everglades National Park Gulf Coast Visitor 

Center and canoe/kayak launch in Everglades City will be closed through most of 2024 as 

a new visitor center and seawall is constructed. There is no longer a requirement to pick 

up hard copy permits at the visitor centers within 24 hours. Instead, you can reserve 

campsites in advance online: https://www.recreation.gov/permits/4675314. Make sure to 

print out the email confirmation and have it with you if approached by law enforcement. 

https://www.amazon.com/Florida-Circumnavigational-Saltwater-Paddling-Trail/dp/B0B2TT5PLR/ref=sr_1_1?crid=162ATVPKRJELV&keywords=circumnavigational+trail&qid=1660579623&s=books&sprefix=circumnavigational+trail%2Cstripbooks%2C80&sr=1-1
https://www.nps.gov/ever/planyourvisit/gcdirections.htm
https://www.nps.gov/ever/planyourvisit/gcdirections.htm
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1yyYdbK0EcAQTej3VyPZrKcVnEXwdOL0Pc7OR1wMjD5OJYTmojh8UrdZs1a_BYF4hn-Envk3XAjS3u_9A3fDXSFy4_mP_Y_qL6z1_niy5vxuqOf8v-ZqwribmNuvCo1ghGUqE43R6lRNrttMLyv7jDMqFk3xnPjJzzaoimHtsdMaEcPZynGc7nAgwrG8tr5wJFWxGYuqMX8PMT3MscJVWly20SXTngutq7eFhrbA6OaFVxab2pW-rn31qT9IICFExLS-F8Eah8fQ1wjbjBtfj7UOOnr4drggeVVDfvqc6agu8pynhW1mRIGW7ZtovF3oHM_vItnl9OxFoaP311WdgsA/https%3A%2F%2Fwww.recreation.gov%2Fpermits%2F4675314


The closure is necessary for visitor safety and includes the canoe and kayak launch, the 

visitor contact station, and adjacent parking areas. The canoe and kayak launch is 

expected to reopen by the end of the year. https://www.nps.gov/.../gulf-coast-site-closure-

2024.htm 

Dec. 12, 2023: In Segment 5, the old primitive campsite in Econfina River State Park is 

in the process of being relocated to a more convenient area. Until that project is 

completed, the best option is to arrange for camping through the park concessionaire, 

Econfina River Resort at 850-584-2135, or visit their store. 

Oct. 11, 2023: In Segment 9, the Club Bamboo South is now the Dream Inn. In Segment 

12, the Bridgewater Inn and Castaways Cottages are permanently closed. In Segment 15, 

the Lookout Lodge is closed and the Big Pine Fishing Lodge is now the Big Pine Key 

Resort.  

Oct. 5, 2023: Businesses along the Big Bend Coast are slowly reopening, some in a 

partial capacity. Check local websites or call before using.  

Sept. 28, 2023: Primitive campsites in St. Joseph Peninsula State Park (segment 3) are 

now open, and the park has created some new ones! See revised segment 3 text and maps. 

August, 2023: The El Governor Beachfront Resort and the Driftwood Inn in Mexico 

Beach (Segment 3) have been fully renovated since Hurricane Michael and have now 

reopened. 

 

The entirety of Big Lagoon State Park has now reopened from past hurricane damage, 

including the primitive kayak launch and campsite. If you are a CT paddler, contact the 

ranger station for reserving the campsite: 850-492-1595. There is a one night limit. 

 

July, 2023: Regarding the portage to Stump Hole from St. Joe Bay in Segment 4, the 

safest route is to use wheels and travel southeast a quarter mile down the bike trail along 

30E to the beach at Stump Hole. Do not attempt to cross the high riprap! 

 

May, 2023: In Segment 11, Gasparilla Island State Park has reopened but Cayo Costa 

State Park (also part of Segment 12) remains closed. In Segment 12, the bayside has 

reopened for limited use at Lover’s Key State Park, but most facilities are still closed, 

including the launch area. In Segment 13, part of Delnor-Wiggins Pass State Park has 

reopened for day use, including the boat ramp. Check https://www.floridastateparks.org/ 

for the latest information. 

 

https://secure-web.cisco.com/1jeRPTGHcIiaXdh9JKDSPxznmzocSn-oEqZ24UuT8MJgMNh9ZAeaaeKHRgSy9hss1RfltXI_dGO4ioSWR321U6M2AnFDm-oUFpHGuS6_YtF9de0yOmwpDFvxyw8NH9NDI2t-DVgUONfL8NabyGSG3sBIhzj_QEX11RFCE47b_rweUDQq0k2NX6CGI4xaWShyz_eTwgLaOqk4E92JZAeVcd4wt9tCohwWqd28nwBNZpK016djFy3Z_atCAEjgVCY02mDwVAH-b8g2EZzfrbZ0uKCoBfPAGVibn4t-LTj4bZetA4uYP3cmVZbASYn0LvWVh7Fx_pMDcthSDrYRqb6O-XQ/https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nps.gov%2Fever%2Flearn%2Fnews%2Fgulf-coast-site-closure-2024.htm%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR1RyeTH8XFIyA3hxTkIl9zYapuNkH0pQA1aSXsd788TBGHRdqxDa-z2I1I
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1jeRPTGHcIiaXdh9JKDSPxznmzocSn-oEqZ24UuT8MJgMNh9ZAeaaeKHRgSy9hss1RfltXI_dGO4ioSWR321U6M2AnFDm-oUFpHGuS6_YtF9de0yOmwpDFvxyw8NH9NDI2t-DVgUONfL8NabyGSG3sBIhzj_QEX11RFCE47b_rweUDQq0k2NX6CGI4xaWShyz_eTwgLaOqk4E92JZAeVcd4wt9tCohwWqd28nwBNZpK016djFy3Z_atCAEjgVCY02mDwVAH-b8g2EZzfrbZ0uKCoBfPAGVibn4t-LTj4bZetA4uYP3cmVZbASYn0LvWVh7Fx_pMDcthSDrYRqb6O-XQ/https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nps.gov%2Fever%2Flearn%2Fnews%2Fgulf-coast-site-closure-2024.htm%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR1RyeTH8XFIyA3hxTkIl9zYapuNkH0pQA1aSXsd788TBGHRdqxDa-z2I1I
https://floridadep.gov/sites/default/files/Seg_3_guide%20Sept.%202023_0.pdf
https://floridadep.gov/sites/default/files/Segment%203%20Maps%209_28_23.pdf
https://elgovernorresort.com/hotel/
https://www.driftwoodinn.com/
https://www.floridastateparks.org/


April, 2023: Good News! In the Segment 15-16 Alternate Route, Matheson Hammock is 

now open for primitive camping again. Make sure to call and reserve a campsite at least 

48 hours in advance: 305-665-5475 or 305-230-3033 during operating hours 8 am to 5 

pm. Please review camping permit rules here. The same rules apply for Homestead 

Bayfront Park. 

 

November, 2022: Lighthouse Inn in Segment 13, day one, is closed permanently due to 

Hurricane Ian. The nearby Vanderbilt Beach Resort is slated to open December 15, 2022. 

In segments 12 and 13, paddlers should be aware that navigational markers are down, 

channels have shifted, and there is still hurricane debris in the water. No swimming is 

advised. Paddlers should use extreme caution or postpone segments 12 and 13 for a later 

date. 

 

October, 2022:  Due to Hurricane Ian, several motels featured in these segments are 

closed until further notice. It is highly encouraged to register and communicate your 

plans with FPTA in the event Trail Angel support is needed. You can register here. 

 

The platform at the CT campsite in Econfina River State Park in segment 6 is currently 

unusable. Contact the park for current status. As an alternative, the Econfina Resort offers 

a hotel, condo and general store.  

 

August, 2022:  Thru paddlers who want to camp on Bowtie Island (Segment 12) will 

now need a free permit. Permit applicants should contact Calusa Blueway Coordinator 

Mike Hammond: mhammond@leegov.com or call (239) 707-7981 with as much advance 

notice as possible. A float plan is required that shows why camping is needed on the 

island. Other visitors are not allowed to camp on the island. 

https://www.floridapaddlingtrails.com/ct-registration-form
https://www.econfinaresort.com/Econfina/Home.html
mailto:mhammond@leegov.com

