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1. OBJECTIVES & INTRODUCTION

Mission Statement



This Unpaved 
Trail Guidelines  
should be utilized 
in conjunction 
with a professional 
design and 
engineering 
fi rm. Reach out 
to the Offi ce of 
Greenways and 
Trails for more 
information.  
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2. Trail Accessibility
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Trail designs 
must minimize 
or entirely avoid 
impacts to 
archaeological 
and historical sites. 
For additional 
information, 
consult the Florida 
Department of 
State’s Division 
of Historical 
Resources.

3. Pre-Construction 
Considerations
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Utilizing public 
land and rights-
of-ways can 
minimize project 
cost. Verifi cation 
of land ownership 
and securing 
appropriate 
easements, use 
permits, licenses, 
and contractual 
agreements are 
essential.
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To mitigate 
erosion on existing 
trails resulting 
from inadequate 
design, water bars 
or breaks (oriented 
at angles other 
than 90 degrees to 
the trail), graded 
dips, and out slope 
techniques should 
be employed. 
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Waste receptacles 
can attract 
wildlife. These 
issues can be 
mitigated through 
appropriate 
facility placement, 
the deployment 
of wildlife-
resistant waste 
receptacles, and 
the promotion of 
wildlife-conscious 
camping practices.
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4. Trail Construction
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Guidelines for 
trails exclusively 
designed for 
mountain biking 
may incorporate 
heightened 
challenge and 
playful elements 
compared to trails 
open to diverse 
user types.
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For transportation-
related crossings, 
consult the Florida 
Department of 
Transportation’s 
Design Resources, 
accessible at 
https://www.
fdot.gov/design/
resources. 
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Barricades 
are typically 
deployed to 
restrict motorized 
vehicle access 
to trails or to 
compartmentalize 
distinct trail uses.
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