
Trail users and 
managers should 
avoid excessive 
signage. Signs 
must exhibit 
clarity, conciseness 
and legibility. Their 
strategic location 
and placement 
are critical. The 
frequency of 
trailside signage 
should be 
determined by trail 
context.

5. Wayfi nding
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The most common 
practices for 
affi xing signs and 
marks along trails 
include painting 
directly onto tree 
surfaces, nailing to 
a post or tree with 
an aluminum nail 
or utilizing a post 
buried a minimum 
of 2 feet deep.
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Warning signs 
should be of 
uniform size and 
positioned at a 
suffi cient distance 
to afford users 
adequate reaction 
time to the 
hazard, typically 
a minimum of 50 
feet before the 
hazard and at the 
hazard location. 



Office of Greenways and Trails 2026 28



Office of Greenways and Trails 2026

6. Trail Amenities
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Access to shade 
and potable 
water should 
be a design 
consideration 
for equestrian 
parking areas.
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Camping zones 
should be 
designated off 
the main trail at 
a short distance. 
Access for 
management 
and emergency 
vehicles must 
be incorporated 
into the design.
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